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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
1. Statement of Problem 
If the educational program of today' s schools is to be based on the 
needs of the individual student, it then becomes the task of the educators 
of today to determine what these needs are. When one endeavors to relate 
education to individual differences, there must be a keen sense of aware-
ness to the wide variation in the emotional needs of young people. 
A divergence of obstacles has to be overcome before a satisfactory 
adjustment can be made by the student to home conditions, to school life , 
or to life in the community. With some students, this tas k will not be too 
difficult, while others will find it almost impossible to make the necessary 
compromise with life unless they are given encouragement, understanding, 
and reassurance. 
In discussing the personal-social development of boys and girls, 
Meek~/ reports in part: 
Some of these children need little or no special help from the 
school in their social relationships. They have had the good 
fortune to be born to parents so intelligent, so well-mated, 
1/ Louis Meek {Chairman) Committee on Workshops, Personal-Social 
Development of Boys and Girls With Implications for Secondary Education, 
Progressive Education Association, New York, 1940, p. 95. 
1 
l 
II 
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I 
so purposeful, and so satisfied that from infancy on, they 
make healthy adjustments with age-mates and adults. But 
all too many children lack this home background, and the 
school must be alive to the problem of the over- shy and 
retiring, the overbold and the belligerent, the show-off, 
the too easily fatigued, the tense or exciteable one, and 
the child whom the group rejects. 
Purpose of the study. This study will attempt to determine the 
---
emotional needs of junior high school students through the wishes they 
express. The specific purpose is to locate, by means of free writing 
technique, the areas in which these needs ocour. 
In speaking of the identification of needs, Raths and -'-Burrell~/state: 
An extension of the (needs) theory suggests thatif we could 
identify some of the important needs of children, if we 
could develop ways of meeting those needs, then the behavior 
of children would change, learning would become easier, and 
the quality of personal and of associated living would improve: 
there would be better human relations. 
2. Justification 
Pupils' needs . Pupils in junior high school are often allayed with 
frequent fears and uncertainties in the process of growing up. Life's 
forces seem to be pulling them one way, their parents and teachers anothe 
They are confused by the felt needs that they are experiencing in relation 
to school work, homework, about money, jobs, growth, weight, athletics, 
recreation, about dating, dress and social affairs. With the recognition 
1} Anna P. Burrell and Louis E. Raths, Do's and Don'ts of the Needs 
Theory, Mod ern Education Service, Bronxville~ew York--:--1941, p. 1. 
2 
of these needs, and a program directed toward the satisfying of them ... 
"will come greater accomplishment in every field of endeavor, in their 
education, in home adjustment, in social adaptation, in sexual develop-
ment. ••.!_/ 
The needs of pupils cannot be ignored if they are to be trained for 
life as useful citizens. Their educational, vocational, personal and social 
development is in the hands of the adults with whom they come in contact. 
It therefore becomes vitally important for those directly responsible for 
the guiding of young people to know in what fields their needs are located. 
3. Participants and Socio-Economic Background 
Pupils participating. Pupils from five Rhode Island junior high 
\ schools in Central Falls, Pawtucket, Providence, Newport, and Warren 
/( participated in the study. From grades seven, eight and nine of these 
five schools, 407 pupils were selected to express their wishes in an 
effort to determine the emotional needs of junior high school students. 
In order avoid disrupting the regular school program too drastically, it 
I 
I 
was deemed advisable to gather the necessary data by presenting the prob- I 
lem to one grade group at a time . This made it necessary for the writer I 
1\ 
I, 
I' 
I 1. 
to present the prepared instrument 15 different times, using one class 
I 
It 
I 
I• 1/ Frances B. 
1
1 York, 1946, p. 
Strain, Teen Days, Appleton-Century Company, New 
vii. 
3 
.I 4 ----~t~~ 
1 period for each presentation. 
Cities participating. Central Falls is one of the most cosmopolitan 
and densely populated cities in America, approximately 25, 000 people 
being concentrated in an area slightly more than one square mile. It is 
strictly an industrial city, its inhabitants being mainly employed in the 
many mills, large and small, located there or in the neighboring city of 
Pawtucket. The racial origin of the major portion of the population is 
either French or Irish, but many other nationalities are represented 
including Syrian, Greek, Italian, Portuguese, Jewish, and Armenian 
• peoples. The city has 10 public schools, including five elementary, two 
intermediate, one industrial, one senior and one junior high school. 
Three parochial schools absorb 52 per cent of the school population. I 
Pawtucket is the second largest city in Rhode Island. Here Samuel I 
Slater set up the first cotton mill in America and, consequently, Pawtucket~ 
is designated as the birthplace of the cotton textile industry. It is a repre-
sentative American community, consisting of 75, 000 people in an area 
of approximately nine square miles. The industrial activities are rather 
diversified, ranging from delicate jewelry manufacturing to heavy textile 
rnachinery. The educational facilities of the city are qui te extensive, 
consisting of 20 public school buildings, including elementary schools, 
four junior high schools, two senior high schools and one vocational school. ! 
I 
In addition there are 12 parochial and diocesan schools in the city. The 
recreational p rogram of the city is rather large in scope, comprising I 
=====-=="-----'=== ===- --========- -~--f==-== --
eight public parks, covering 244 acres and 14 playgrounds, as well as a 
II 
large municipal stadium seating 5800 people. 
Providence, the capital city of Rhode Island and the "gateway to 
southern New England,'' was incorporated in 1831. It consists of approxi-
mately 19 square miles, embracing a population of 250,000 people, with 
first and second generation Irish and Italians predominating. Although it 
has many and varied industries, its principal industry is jewelry manu-
facturing. In fact, Providence i s considered the jewelry manufacturing 
center of the Eastern seaboard. It is a progressive city and this is 
recognized in the fact that its school system is most comprehensive . The 
city supports 96 public schools divided as follows: four senior high school J , 
eight junior high schools, 53 elementary schools, 16 opportunity schools, I 
six fresh air schools, five schools for handicapped children, one prevoca-
tiona! school, two sight conservation schools and one trade school. The 
total enrollment for 1949-50 was 28,927 pupils, with 10 , 806 in the junior 
and senior high schools and 14, 513 in the elementary schools. 
The city of Newport, rich in the colonial history of Rhoae Island, 
was once the outstanding watering place for the wealthy social set, but it 
has now become a city, more in the pattern of true American life. Unlike 
most communities, in Rhode Island, it is not industrial, depending mainly 
for employment and business on the many naval establishments located 
there , and because of its proximity to the ocean, people obtain their 
; livelihood from fishing and other sea products. The population is approxi - 11 
5 
_mate! 45 , OO Od?eo k upporting 14 ublic schools includin __a__hi.5- ~h~~c_~h~o~o~l!='= ===== 
and one industrial and scientific school, as well as a vocational training 
school. The city has five banks and two libraries, Redwood being one of 
the oldest in America. Varied national backgrounds including English, 
Irish, French, Italian, Greek, Fillipino, Scandanavian, and Portuguese 
are represented in the schools; 
The town of Warren, located at the head of Narragansett Bay, is one 
of the oldest communities in the state of Rhode Island, being incorporated 
as a town in 1746-47. The present population is 8, 506, contained in an 
area of approximately 7 square miles, with people of French, Italian, and 
Portuguese extraction being in the majority. Its main industries are 
farming of the truck variety and the production of various types of sea 
food. 
4. Review of Literature: 
Studies of the Needs of Youth 
Location of needs. All educators appear to agree that the educa-
' tional program should be planned so that the needs of the pupils will be 
met, yet there seems to be no universal agreement in regard to what these 
specific needs are . Are they related to home life, needs of a personal 
and social nature, needs related to school or personality needs? 
Personal-social needs. In discussing needs which are personal 
or social, Low states~ 
6 
During the adolescent period, personal and social problems 
have an immediacy and urgency which frequently make them 
the center of the individual's attention. Far from recogniz-
ing this fact, most schools for adolescents put such problems 
on the periphery of the curriculum and make other matters the 
center of attraction . ..!:./ 
She then proceeds to explain what is meant by personal and social 
needs pointing up needs which relate to changes that take place physically · 
in the body of the adolescent, needs which arise in attempting to become 
untied from parental influences, in establishing satisfactory relationships 
with their associates of both sexes, and finally, the need to engage in work 
which gives a sense of accomplishment. 
Needs in relation to home life. Viewing the present needs of boys 
and girls in relation to their home life, Trilling and Nicholas~heel that the 
1 
importance of getting along with other people, the management of the 
I 
,, housekeeping problem, the management of finances in the family, the prob J 
lem of a child in the home, health problems, how to make the most of 
1
1 
' leisure time activities and the physical features of the home are the areas 
in which attention should be directed. 
I. 
~~~· 1/ Camilla M. Low, "The Personal-Social Needs of Youth," Progressive 
Education,(November, 1950), 28: 52-56. 
,j 
]i 
J' 2/ Mabel B. Trilling and Florence W. Nicholas, The Girl and Her Home, 
[I Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston, 1932, p. 112. --------
I 
I· 
I 
7 
8 
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School and personality needs. Bliss_!./ believes that the needs of 
youth lie in areas related to education, to their growth in personality, and 
, to a study of themselves together with a study of the opportunities in the 
1 world of work, and the utilizing of this knowledge for the purpose of lead-
ing them to a career which will be satisfying and useful. 
The typical classroom repeatedly confronts children with situations 
so difficult for them to face that many of them have been known to suffer 
serious injury in attempting to do so. Topp3_/ points out the importance of 
observing the reactions of pupils who display such symptoms as self-
consciousness, irritability, blushing, fearfulness, or withdrawal from 
school activities. Those pupils who are singled out and made fun of by 
1 their classmates because of their lack of ability to do schoolwork, or to 
excel in sports, may be caused mental anguish which may affect their 
entire outlook in life. The boy dr .girl who is always ''chosen last, '' or 
not wanted as a partner , or excluded from t h e gang because his or her 
parents will not provide suitable clothing, has needs which will leave an 
injurious effect on the individual's personality unless these problems are 
recognized and adjusted. 
}:../ WaltonB. Bliss, PersonalityandSchool, Allyn and Bacon, Boston, 1938. 1 
2/ Robert F. Topp, "AdjustmentviaClassroom, "JournalofEducation 
"[September, 1950) 133: 176-179. 
II 
I 
Topp proceeds to say that although children have needs at any age, 
... the years when changes related to puberty and early 
adolescence take place are particularly hazardous . . At that 
time social success becomes painfully important, and as 
a result of the numerous glandular, emotional and physical 
alterations during these years, the possibility of social 
error occurring is usually great._!/ 
The classroom teacher, he goes on to say, must recognize the 
I 
I 
il problems which are likely to arise when a pupil is reprimanded before his 
I 
1 classmates, or given a mark of failure day after day, or assigned a task 
I 
I which is too difficult for him, or excluded from social affairs, or required 
1; to make a speech, although he is painfully self-conscious. Boys and girls 
I, may develop serious mental disorders in adulthood unless teachers meet 
the personality needs of these pupils while they are in school. 
Expanding role of teachers. Teachers have an important role to 
r play in dete:r.mining the needs of their students. 
I' All too often they (teachers) are unmindful and frequently 
unaware of many of the problems of great concern to 
adolescents. The temptation is great to become preoccu-
pied with traditional subject-matter. Moreover, in many 
cases, the teachers• professio~al preparatio_n did ~ot sensi-
tize them to the needs of grow1ng boys and guls. !:/ 
II 1/ Ibid.' p. 176. 1-
~. 
I 
I 
2/ American Association of School Administrators, Expanding the Role of 
Education, Twenty-Sixth Yearbook, 1948, National Education Associatio~ 
Washington, D. C., p. 69. 
9 
Boys and girls of junior high school age are more likely to discuss 
the latest fashions , the newest dance steps, the programs on television, 
or a good movie rather than the state of the union, t h e hyperboles, the 
metaphors or the similes encountered in a .literary selection. 
The boy who exhibits great skill with a basketball, football or base-
ball is ''tops" with his peers, but what about the boy lacking in athletic 
ability? The school must plan a program so rich and varied that the less 
capable boy will be brought into the picture and be given an opportunity 
to contribute in some capacity to the success of the sports program. 
Physical appearance, as the committee .. !./ pointed up, causes a great 
deal of concern during adolescence. Some boys feel they are too tall or 
too short; girls are more or less concerned about being too thin or too fat. 
One-half or more of the girls and one-third or more of the boys are dis-
turbed by the shape of their bodies. Since this is known to be one of the 
' disturbing elements to young people, the school should take cognizance of 
this problem in the curriculum. 
Summarizing this report, the committee3./ emphasized the fact that 
teachers need to be aware of all the many needs of junior high school 
students if their attempt to guide them is to be fruitful. 
}:_f Ibid. , p. 70. 
3_/ Ibid., p. 71. 
10 
-r--
1' 
L 
I 
The literature dealing with the needs of youth brings to the front the 
jl knowledge that all boys and girls have problems of varying degrees. The 
r areas in which these problems lie differ with each individual. It therefore 
becomes the birthright of each pupil to be given the kind of education which 
)' will satisfy his particular needs. 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I' 
,, 
I 
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I 
II I CHAPTER II 
I PROCEDURE OF STUDY 
1. Approach to Problem 
Point of departure. As it was pointed out in the preceding chapter, 
there are certain needs which junior high school pupils must have satisfied 
if they are to develop a well-rounded personality. One of the main objec-
1 tive s of secondary education today is to help young people to find them-
selves in their personal, social and economic relationships, and help them 
to develop a sense of values which will give them understanding, enthusiasrk 
and a definite aim in life. The review of research points out the fact that 
' little work has been done in securing from junior high school students the 
felt needs which practically all possess. With the firm belief that it would IJ 
be possible to determine these needs, if a group of junior high school 
students were given an opportunity to express themselves freely, this 
1 study was attempted. 
2. Preparation and Administration 
Preparation. Permission to undertake this study was granled by 
the superintendents of each city in which the participating junior high 
schools were located. In an effort to bring about the desired results, 
the free writing technique was employed so that the student could give free 
rein to his feelings without directing them along specific channels by the 
12 
II 
use of a check list. To identify these needs the student was asked to make 
II all statements in the form of a wish. 
Before presenting the prepared form to the pupils, they were told 
that they were selected to participate in a study which would eventually help 
teachers to learn what boys and girls really wanted from life. With this 
information available, it was pointed out, a good many of their own personal 
1 problems might well be straightened out if teachers knew just what the needll 
J1 of junior high school students were. For the most part, the students 
I I 
I appeared to be impressed by the important contribution that they had within I 
their power to make in order to help themselves and others. 
Administration. When rapport was established, a written form was 
I 
I 
given to each student asking him to begin each statement with "I wish.".!/ 1 
1: 
It read: 
LET'S FAI'GE IT 
All boys and girls at sometime or other have expressed 
their wishes for material things--skis, or skates, or a tele-
vision set, a new car or pretty clothes. These are nice to 
own, we must admit, but there is no guarantee that they will 
make us happy indefinitely. 
There are wishes of another type--wishes which are 
not material. Did you ever wish you could do some particular 
thing; or that others would or would not do certain things; or 
wish you had or had not done something? Wishes of this kind, 
when they come true, are more likely to bring us happiness. 
1/ Intercultural Testing Program, Wishing Well, Bureau of Educational 
Research, Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio, 1949. 
13 
Everyone of us wishes for something; we wish there was 
peace in the world; that changes could be made in our home 
life; that our association with others could be more friendly; 
that competition were not so great; that our worries would 
disappear. 
If you write out frankly and thoughtfully all of your 
wishes which are not material, you will help us to find out 
the kind of wishes boys and girls your age make. Feel per-
fectly free to express any wish regardless of what it is. We 
are not interested in knowing who made the wish- -we are con-
cerned only with what these wishes are. Do not write your name 
on either paper. Write "boy" or "girl," yoUr"" age, grade, and 
cit y on the top of the attached sheet of paper . State your wishes 
by beginning each sentence with "I wish. " There is no time 
limit. Work as carefully and as quickly as possible. 
When you have written every wish you sincerely desire, 
fold your paper, put it into the envelope and seal i t . Place 
the envelope on the upper left hand corner of your desk. Do 
not write on the envelope. One of your classmates will collect 
them whe~veryone is finished. 
An envelope was provided for each student in order that he might be 
more thoroughly assured of the fact that in no way could he be identified 
by the person conducting the study, his teacher or the principal of the 
school. 
The printed forms had a code number corresponding to the name of 
the pupil , which made it possible to secure the intelligence quotient of 
each student from the office records. 
The "test'' was administered to 407 pupils in grades seven, eight 
and nine in five cities in Rhode Island, chosen arbitrarily. They were 
Pawtucket, Central Falls, Providence, Newport and Warren. The number 
of pupils participating, according to communities, was Providence, 100; 
Pawtuck et, 58; Newport, 70; Central Falls, 95; and Warren, 84. 
14 
I 
I 
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3. Procuremen t of Data 
Median Age. Table 1 shows t h at the median age of the boys in 
grade seven was 13 years, and the median for girls in grade seven was 12 
years. In grade eight the median age for boys and girls was 13 years 
1 
while the median age for boys and gir ls in grade nine was 14 years. 
I 
I Table 1. Distribution of 4 07 Pupils by Grades, A ge , and Sex. 
GRADES AGE TOTAL MEDIAN 
11 12 13 14 15 . 16 
B G B G B G B G B G B G B G B G 
7 2 7 124 41 22 18 12 7 5 0 0 0 65 73 13 12 
8 0 0 4 8 39 51 11 18 10 5 1 1 65 83 13 13 
9 0 0 0 .:,; 0 4 4 28 41 15 22 5 2 52 69 14 14 
Total 2 7 28 49 65 73 51 68 30 27 6 3 182 225 13 13 
II 
I 
i 
! The distribution by grades shows that the median age of boys in grade seven 
and eight was 13 years, the same median age for boys in each grade, 
respectively. Boys in grade seven, based on the median age, were one 
' year older than the girls in that grade. 
Intelligence Quotients. As represented in Table 2, the intelligence 
quotients may not be reliable since no ';uniform intelligence test was given 
to the pupils who participated in the study. T h e I. Q . 's reported were 
taken from the office records in order that some idea of the intelligence of 
those taking part m i ght be observed. 
II 
II 
I 
I 
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Table 2. Distribution of 407 Pupils by Intelligence Quotients and Grades . 
I. Q. Grade VII VIII IX TOTAL I 
No. ro No. ro No. ro No . % 
I 
120 & Higher p 1.5 31 7.6 22 5.4 59 I 14.5 
110-119 22 5.4 41 10. 6 26 6.4 89 22.0 
90-109 66 16.2 57 14.0 60 14.7 183 44.9 
80-89 10 2. 5 5 1.2 7 1.7 22 5·; .4 .. 
79- Lower 4 0.9 6 1.5 3 0. 7 13 3. ~ 
Unclassified 30 7.3 8 1.9 3 0.7 41 I 9. I 
Table 2 shows a distribution of I. Q' s. ranging from 60 to 149. 
Fifty-nine had I. Q' s. of 120 or higher indicating 14. 5 per cent had superioJ:il 
intelligence. Eighty-nine had I. Q's of 110 to 119 indicating 22 per cent had 
I 
1ntelhgence ratings above average. One hundred e1ghty-three had I. Q' s. I 
of 90 to 109 indicating that 44. 9 per cent had average intelligence. 
Twenty-two had I. Q ·!=!. ranging from 80-89 indicating 5 . 4 per cent were 
below average intelligence. Thirteen had I. Q's. ranging fr~ 79. a nd 
lower indi.c1.ting 3. 3 per cent had inferior intelligence. Forty-one or 9. 9 
per cent had no I. Q. recorded on their office records. Again, keeping 
in mind that these I. Q's. may not be wholly reliable, indications are that 
the group deviated slightly from the normal curve in the percentage of 
those with superior intelligence. 
Distribution of pupils by cities. An invitation to express wishes was 11 
t 
extended to pupils in grades seven, eight and nine in five junior high 
schools of five cities. Table 3 shows the number tand percentage of pupils 
from each grade in Providence, Central Fallp, Warren, Newport and 
' I 
II 
----~~-
Pawtucket. 
Table 3. Number and Percentage of Pupils from the Five Cities Taking 
Part in the Study Arranged According to Grades. 
Grade VII Grade VIII Grade IX TOTAL 
Cities No. Jo No. 1o No. Jo No. o/o . 
Providence 
Central Falls 
Warren 
Newport 
Pawtucket 
Total 
32 
34 
28 
25 
19 
138 
7.9 
8.4 
6 .7 
6. 1 
4.7 
38 
35 
30 
23 
22 
33 . 8 148 
9. 3 
8.5 
7.5 
5.7 
5.4 
30 
26 
26 
22 
17 
36. 4 lll 
7.4 100 
6.4 95 
6.4 84 
5.4 70 
4.2 58 
29.8 407 
Of the total 407 pupils participating, Providence contributed 100 
24:.6 
23. ~ · 
20. ~ 
17. 4 
14 . , 
100. 0 
II. 
pupils or 24 . 6 per cent of the total, the largest number from any one I, 
school. Central Falls had the second high est representation with 95 pupils l/ 
'I or 23 ~ 3 per cent. Warren furnished 84 pupils or 20. 6 per cent, Newport I 
70 pupils or 17. 2 per cent, and Pawtucket provided the smallest number 
with 58 pupils or 14. 3 per cent. 
Very little variation in numbers was 1:1hown in grades- seven, eight 
and nine in schools in Providence and Central Falls. Newport and 
Warren were equally represented with t h e e x ception of the number of 
pupils in grade eight. Warren contributed 30 pupils or 7. 5 per cent, 
while Newport had a representation of 23 pupils or 5. 7 per cent at that 
!I 
II 
;I 
II 
I 
'I 
'I 
I 
I 
level. 
li 
The number of pupils participating from Pawtucket in grade seven . !I 
was 19 or 4. 2 per cent . . Thus i t would appear that the size of classes 
varied in numbers from 38 in grade eight in Providence to 17 in grade 
nine in Pawtucket. 
I 
I 
17 
18 
I' 
J Summary of Table ~· The pupils in the seventh grade from the 
five communities participating numbered 138 or 33. 7 per cent of the total. 
The eighth grade contributed 148 pupils or 3 6 . 4 per cent, t h e greatest 
number from any one grade while the ninth grade furnished 121 or 29. 8 
per cent of the total 407 pupils. The largest number from any one city 
was drawn from Providence whose 100 pupils 'made up 24. 6 per cent of 
the total. Pawtucket contributed 58 pupils or 14. 3 per cent of the total 
which was 10. 3 per cent less than the number from Providence. 
CHAPTER III 
TREATMENT OF DATA 
1. Classification of Data 
Number of wishes. The wishes expressed were counted on each 
form to determine the number made by each pupil. Although the number 
of wishes stated by an individual was not indicative of the intensity of 
the emotion that p rom pted the wish, it was quite significant, in certain 
instances, to compare the number of wishes made with the type of wish 
or wishes that were expressed. The number of wishes extended from 
none on nine forms, to 21 on one form. Twenty pupils expressed only one 
wish. In many instances the boy or girl making one wish, such as "I 
wish I had a friend,'' or I wish someone would like me," showed a need 
for help perhaps greater than the girl, stating 21 items, who wished that 
she could have everything she wanted; that she could be rich; that she 
would be invited to a prom; that she could remain on the honor roll; that 
she would get married some day; that she could have a car when she was 
eighteen; that she could go to Hollywood; that she could work during the 
summer; that she would get A's all the time; that she had black curly hair; 
that she had blue eyes; that the basket-ball team would win; that her 
sister's marriage would be happy; that the war would end; that there was 
19 
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peace in the world; that she was a cheer leader; that her team would win 
the basketball championship; that she had a longer lunch period; that there 
were more trees in the neighborhood; that she had a television set; and 
that she could become a hairdresser. 
Limitations. The writer does not mean to infer that the number of 
wishes made by a single individual as shown in Table 4, in any way 
1 determined the extent of his emotional needs. However, in an effort to 
find out to what extent a boy or girl would exert himself to uncover his 
secret wishes when given an opportunity to do so, it was decided to inves-
1 
tigate the number of wishes made by each boy and girl in grades seven, 
eight and nine. 
Table 4. Number of Wishes Stated Per Pupil Arranged According to 
Grade and Sex. 
Number of Wishes 
0--4 5--9 10--14 15--19 20 or More Total Median 
Grade VII 
Boys 29 31 5 0 0 65 5. 0 
Girls 34 35 4 0 0 73 5.5 
Total 63 66 9 0 0 138 5.0 
Grade VII 
Boys 26 29 9 1 0 65 5.0 
Girls 29 46 6 2 0 83 6. 1 
Total 55 75 15 3 0 148 5.5 
Grade IX 
Boys 23 24 4 1 0 52 5.0 
Girls 30 30 6 2 1 69 4.9 
Total 53 54 10 3 1 121 5.0 
' 
I' 
I! 
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I 
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Distribu tion of wish es per pupil. Table 4 shows that 65 girls and 
I 73 boys in grade seven made wishes ranging in number from 0 to 14 with 
31 boys and 35 girls making from 5 to 9 wishes. One boy and one girl 
, wrote nothing on their papers, while two girls expressed 13 wishes and 
one boy expressed 11. The median number for boys in grade seven was 
5. 0 and for girls 5. 5 wishes. 
In grade eight 65 boys and 84 girls made wishes ranging in number 
from 0 to 18 with 29 boys and 46 girls making between 5 and 9 wishes. 
One girl made 18 wishes and one boy 17. Five girls and one boy expressed11 
no wishes. The median number of wishes for grade eight was 5. 0 for boys 
1 
. I 
and 6. 1 for girls. 
In grade nine 52 boys and 69 girls made fll"om 0 to 21 wishes. 
Twenty-four boys and 30 girls expressed between 5 and 9 wishes. The 
median number of wishes for boys was 5. 0 and for girls 4. 9 in grade 
nine. The overall picture shows that boys in all grades expressed a median'' 
. It 
II 
of 5. 0 wishes. The number of wishes expressed by girls varied slightly. 11 
Girls in grade eight expressed more wishes than girls in grade seven and 
II 
nine. Girls in grade nine expressed the smallest number of wishes accord-
ing to grade and sex. 
Six girls and three boys returned their papers without expressing 
wishes of any kind. Three girls informed the writer that they did not 
care to write anything on their papers because they did not want to be 
identified by their handwriting. The remaining six were questioned at 
21 
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1 at the time they were "tested. " Five pupils said there was nothing they 
wanted, while one boy claimed that there were so many things in his life 
that he wished for, that he would not know where to begin to express them. 
2. Variations in Categories 
Selection of categories. The wishes made by pupils were divided 
into groups according to the cities which participated. Each wish was 
classified and assigned to the group representing the city from which it 
originated. The eight categories set up by Burrell and Raths_!/ were 
adapted for this study. They divided wishes expressed by the children into 
(1) need for belonging, (2) need for achievement, (3) need for economic 
11 security, ( 4) need for freedom from fear, (5) need for love : and affection, 
1 
(6) need for freedom from guilt, {7) need for sharing and self respect, and j 
(8) need for guiding purposes. 
Identification of needs. For the purpose of this study, the headings 
remained ~he same as those already stated. Because the types of wishes 
I 
were so varied and frequently overlapped in the evidence of emotional j 
needs involved, the writer felt that it was necessary to determine the kinds/ 
of wishes which were to be assi·gned to each category. 
I! 
Where emotions were concerned, 
specific category presented a problem. 
}:../ Burrell and Raths, op. cit., p. 3. 
the task of designating a wish to a I 
For example, the pupil who wished 
II 
I 
'I 
li 
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thaL he coul~~::-:-c~::-:or:-:: :.~1 as his classmates b:=~~e was ~~----~-----
afraid if he didn't, they would laugh at him, might be thought of in terms ~~ 
of need for achievement, neefl. for self respect or need for freedom from 11 
I. 
fear. This type of wish was edited in each case, and the reason given for I 
i 
making the wish was eliminated in order to facilitate classification. Since I 
there was no way to determine which emotion was the most dominant, the 
writer decided to let the wish fall into the category suggested by the wish 
i 
I 
I 
itself. Thus this wish would become: "I wish I could do my school work I 
as well as my classmates," and would b e assigned to the need for I 
achievement category. I 
3. Type of Wishes Assigned to Each ;C ategory 
The wishes, which were expressed, possessed certain character-
1 istics that indicated a particular type of need, consequently, these needs 
were placed into the categories which, in the opinion of the writer, they 
best fitted. Wishes were assigned to the particular categories in the 
I following manner: 
Need for belonging. If the wishes expressed indicated that a pupil 
felt left out of things, had no one to call a friend, wanted to be invited 
, places, was unpopular with his age mates, had no one in his neighborhool 
to play with, was always alone, often ignored by his classmates, or people 1 
with whom he made an effort to be friendly, then wishes of a similar 
nature were assigned to the need for belonging category. 
•=====~==---===================================================~================~====== 
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Need for achievement. If a pupil wished that he could do something 
well or better than someone else, wished he could go certain places, 
wished he could play an instrument in the school orchestra, wished he 
could do well in sports, wished he would make the honor roll, or wished 
he could follow a particular career, then wishes of this type were listed 
in the need for achievement category. 
Need for economic security. If a boy or girl wished for money to go 
to college, wished for better jobs for their parents, wished for larger 
allowances, wished for money to buy things they needed, wished for 
better living conditions, wished for bicycles , television sets, new cars, 
better clothes, wished for a change in conditions so that their mothers 
would not have to work so hard, then these wishes were classified in the 
need for economic security category. 
Need for freedom from fear. Wishes that indicated fear of accidents 
fire, disease, father's drinking, wishes concerning the health of parents, 
whiches involving embarrassments, hurt feelings, being laughed at, 
wishes concerning brothers or fathers going into the service, were the 
type of wishes assigned to the need for freedom from fear category. 
Need for love and affection. If an individual wished that someone 
--------------
would like him, wished his parents showed him more affection, wished he 
had some kind of pet, wished he could be with his marr i ed brothers or 
sisters, wish ed that he had a baby sister or brother, wished that he could 
go places with his parents, wished that his life at home was happier, wishec 
I 
=-- i! ~hath~- did not- have t~ s~end ~o much time at home alone, then wi-shes 
I
I 
I which followed this pattern were assigned to the need for love and affec-
I' 
II tion category. 
I Need for freedom from guilt. Boys and girls expressed wishes con-
cerning swearing and stealing, wishes regarding bad dispositions, wishes 
about their lack of ambition, wishes involving poor health, wishes con-
cerning bad companions, wishes involving the opposite sex, wishes deal-
ing with lack of self-control. Wishes of this kind, and any expressed 
wish that the writer felt showed that the pupil blamed himself for some-
thing he had done, or had not done, were included in the need for freedom 
from guilt category. 
Need for sharing~ self respect. Wishes that showed signs of a 
pupil's desire to break away from parental influences, wishes involving a 
desire to share in making plans, wishes indicating a longing to be praised 
by parents, wishes showing a desire to help others, wishes concerning 
I
, resentment of interference from members of the family, wishes regarding 
the expre si>ing of one's own opinion, and to be trusted were placed in the 
II 
I 
I 
I 
I. 
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need for sharing and self respect category. 
Need for guiding purposes. When a pupil stated that he wished he 
-----
could understand why certain conditions in the world existed, or certain 
people behave the way they do, wished he knew why there was prejudice 
among certain people or lack of cooperation or misunderstanding between 
him and his parents or between him and his teachers, wished he could 
I 
I 
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)1 il figure out why he 'had to go to school or do homework or perform certain 
!I 
I duties at home, then wishes of this kind were assigned to the need for 
guiding purposes category. 
' 4. Classification of Wishes 
Method used. After .grouping the papers according to cities, the 
wishes expressed on each were assigned numbers ranging from one to 
eight, corresponding to the eight different categories . . As the wishes were 
1 read, they were assigned a number. For example, the number seven was 
I 
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written beside each wish on the paper of the pupil who wrote: 
I wish my parents would trust rp.e more than they do. 
I wish my parents would not keep telling me where I should 
go and what I should do every minu te. 
I wish my parents would stop comparing me to girls who 
are about seven or eight years old. 
I wish I could have money of my own to spend not that I 
don't get money every time I ask for it, but I would like a 
certain amount that I could spend or save or do what I want 
with. 
I wish I could have a room to myself too. 
The wishes expressed by individual pupils formed a definite pattern 
in many cases. For example, the paper of a ninth grade boy, 14 years of 
age, whose wishes were assigned the number two, signifying need for 
achievement, read: 
I' II 
II 
I
I 
I wish I was a great basketball player than I could play for 
a professional team. i'\· 
I wish I could make the varsity basketball team so that I 
could play first string. i 
I wish I could be smart enough to make honors the third and 1· 
fourth quarters. · 
I wish I could grow to be six feet four inches tall. ~~~~ 
I wish I could do something that would make me a famous 
I 
--- =- -=--4F-
I 
per son some day. 1J 
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I The wishes of a girl, 14 years old in grade eight, were assigned 
the number five, indicating her need for love and affection, when she 
wrote: 
I wish my mother would not go out every night and leave us 
alone. 
I wish more than anything else in the world my mother and 
father would show me some affection. 
I wish I could be near my grandmother because she is 
good to me. 
I wish my mother thought as much of me now as she did 
when I was young. 
The number three, indicating a need for economic security, was 
assigned to the wishes made by a girl, 15 years of age in grade nine, who 
stated: 
I wish I could afford to buy nice clothes. 
I wish my father had a better job. 
I wish life wasn't so hard for my mother because she is 
always worried about paying the bills. 
I wish I could get some kind of job after school so I could 
make some extra money. 
Some pupils expressed wishes which cut across all areas, such as 
those made by a girl, 14 years of age in grade eight, who wrote: 
I wish that my friends would stop criticizing my clothes and my 
hair and I wish especially that boys would stop calling me fat. 
I wish I could have everybody like me.· 
I wish that the teacher would not embarrass me in class 
by asking me to read out loud because I get nervous. 
I wish that I hadn't cried one day when I was blamed for 
something I didn't do. The teacher told my girl friend 
about it and that hurt my feelings. Now I hate that teacher. 
I wish I looked older than I do so boys wouldn't ask me 
me what I was doing at a dance when I'm only in junior high 
school. II 
I 
I 
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I wish very very much that I was in high school with my 
friends because junior high kids seem like babies to me. 
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I wish I could understand why my father and mother are 
always nagging at me. 
Distribution of wishes according to cities. The numbers assigned 
t. to each of the 2186 wishes were counted and tabulated, 
'I 
as shown in Table 11 
and finally arrangJ
1 
II 
5, under the name of the city in which they originated, 
in the following categor:l.es: 
1. Need for belonging 
2. Need for achievement 
3. Need for economic security 
4. Need for freedom from fear 
5. Need for love and affection 
6. Need for freedom from guilt 
7. Need for sharing and self respect 
8. Need for guiding purposes 
The number of wishes expressed in each category was converted to 
per cent and arranged according to cities in order to discover whether or 
not the neeas of boys and girls varied aa::.cording to communities, and if 
so to what extent. Table 5 shows that there is a wide variation in the need~ 
of pupils in different cities. It is interesting to note that Warren, ranking 
the lowest in population, expressed the highest percentage, 26. 6 per cent, 
in the need for belonging while Providence, the largest city, had 23. 4 per 
cent of its wishes also expressing needs in this area. Thus it would 
appear that the size of a school has no immediate bearing on the extent 
----=== --=-==-- .. - --
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Table 5. Percentages of Wishes Made in Each Category Arranged 
According to Cities. 
Cat egories Newport Providence Pawtucket Central Falls Warren 
Need for belonging 11.4 23.4 20.7 17. 9 26.6 
Need for achieve-
ment 16. 6 26.9 16.4 23.7 16.4 
Need for economic 
security 22. 6 31. 2 13.3 18.6 14.3 
Need for freedom 
from fear 16.0 24.3 21. 2 19. 9 18. 6 
Need for love and 
affection 23.8 27.8 12. 0 19.5 
I 
16.9 
Need for freedom 
from guilt 14.3 16.8 24.3 17. 7 26.9 
Need for shar ing 
and self respect 16.3 23.6 16.8 22.2 21. 1 
Need for guiding 
purposes 17. 7 20.0 20.6 22.0 19. 7 
-
30 
/! 
r=-
to which its pupils have the desire "to belong. " It seems to matter little lj 
1 
whether a pupil comes from a smalls::hool where everyone knows every-
one else, or a large school where pupils are not likely to know even a 
fraction of the total school population. In the need for achievement, 
Providence ranks 10 per cent higher than Newport, Pawtucket and 
Warren, and only slightly more than 3. 0 per cent higher than Central 
Falls in this category. Again Providence surpassed all other }cities in 
this category which was 13 to 18 per cent higher than Pawtucket, Central 
Falls and Warren and 8. 6 per cent higher than Newport. Indications are 
i 
I 
I 
Jl 
,I 
that the opportunities and advantages, sometimes claimed for pupils living I 
in a large community, do not include growth in economic security. The 
fears expressed by pupils in each city show very little variation which 
would make it appear that inherent fears are not aflected by environment. 
The need for love and affection in Pawtucket showed the most significance, 1 
with 12 per cent of the total number of wishes expressed in this area, 
compared with 27. 8 per cent from Providence. It might be assumed that 
in the remaining two categories. 
This table emphasizes the necessity of knowing what needs are to 
be met in a particular school. Setting up one definite course of study to 
meet the guidance needs of all schools in Rhode Island would not be meet-
ing the aims of modern education. 
,, 
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CHAPTER IV 
ANALYSIS OF PUPILS • NEEDS 
1. Distribution of Needs by Grades 
Location of areas. For the purpose of locating areas in which the 
needs of pupils in grades seven, eight and nine occurred, the wishes 
expressed by the pupils in these grades were examined. Points worthy 
of note, as indicated in Table 6, were (1) the similarity of rank order for 
each grade, (2) the four highest ranking areas, namely, the need for 
achievement, need for guiding purposes, need for economic security, and 
need for sharing and self respect, and {3) the small differences in 
percentages between grades. 
Table 6 points out that 138 pupils in grade seven expressed 208 
wishes or 30. 8 per cent of their wishes in the area of achievement. The 
need for guiding purposes ranked about 2 per cent higher than the need 
for economic security, while the need for sharing and self respect ranked 
. 
2 per cent lower than the need for economic security. In the need for love 
and affection and need for freedom from fear there was a slight difference 
of 0. 7 per cent in favor of need for love and affection. Thirty-nine wishes 
or 5. 8 per cent of the 672 wishes expressed by pupils in grade seven were 
in the need for belonging category. Showing the least concern, with 3. 5 
32 
Table 6. Number and Percentages of Wishes in Each Category Arranged 
According to Grade. 
I Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 Total 
Rank Order 
Category No. % No. % No. % No. % 
Need for achievement 208 30.8 240 28.7 198 29. 2 646 29.6 
Need for guiding purposes 112 16.8 165 19.8 117 17. 2 394 18.0 
Need for economic 
security 100 14.9 87 10.4 92 13.6 279 12. 8 
Need for sharing and I self respect 86 12. 9 121 14. 5 68 10. 0 275 12. 5 
Need for love and 
affection 54 8.0 58 7.0 53 7.8 165 7.5 
Need for freedom from 
fear 49 7. 3 60 7. 2 48 7. 1 157 7. 3 
Need for belonging 39 5. 8 61 7. 3 51 7. 5 151 6.9 
Need for freedom from 
guilt 24 3. 5 43 5. l 52 7. 6 119 5.4 
Totals 672 100. 0 835 100.0 679 100. 0 2186 100. 0 
-. 
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per cent expressing wishes in that area, was the need for freedom from 
guilt. 
The number of wishes expressed by grades eight and nine in the 
various categories followed closely those reported fro grade seven with 
few exceptions. In grade eight 148 pupils expressed more wishes in the 
need for guiding purposes and fewer wishes in the need for economic 
security than pupils in grade seven or nine. In grade nine 121 pupils 
expressed 68 wishes or 10 per cent of their wishes in need for sharing and 
self respect compared to 121 or 14. 5 per cent in grade eight and 86 wishes 
or 12.9 per cent in grade seven. Both grades eight and nine stated a higher 
percentage of wishes in the need for belonging category than the pupils in 
grade seven. Pupils in grade nine expressed 7. 6 per cent of their wishes 
in need for freedom from guilt which were more than twice the number 
expressed by pupils in grade seven. 
Columns eight and nine of Table 6 indicate the total number of 
wishes and the percentage of the total 2186 wishes expressed in each 
area. The greatest number of .w:ishes was made in the area of need for 
achievement with a total of 646 wishes or 29. 6 per cent. The need for 
guiding purposes ranked second with 394 wishes or 18 per cent. The need 
for economic security and the need for sharing and self respect showed 
a difference of only 0. 3 per cent. The need for love and affection and the 
need for freedom from fear showed needs of almost equal amounts with 
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affection. The need for belonging ranked low with 151 wishes or 6~9-per T·-==--== 
cent of the wishes appearing in this area while the need for freedom from 
guilt was expressed inll9 wishes or 5. 4 per cent of the wishes, indicating 
that fewer needs occur in this area than in the other seven. 
2. Analysis of Needs by Grades 
Need for belonging. Old and young possess a natural desire for 
friends. Some pupils want more friends, or one friend in whom they can 
confide. The desire for companionship is strong in everyone, but the 
ability to win and keep friends varies greatly with different individuals. 
Some people seem to make friends without any conscious effort on their 
part while others have to work at it. In a group of boys and girls there 
li 
1 may be only a few who appear to remain on the ''fringe, H who never seem .j 
to be part of any particular activity or discussion, who lag behind the other!! 
students in the corridors, or at dismissal time, or who actual~y shy away I! 
from contacts with people their own age. Very often the pupil who appears i! 
to be completely satisfied with his own company is the individual who needsjl 
companionship the most. 
. ,, 
I! 
The following examples of needs of this type which were revealed in 1! 
the wishes expressed by students in grades seven, eight and nine show thatl[ 
problems of this nature exist in all grades. In grade seven 39 wishes or 
5. 8 per cent of the wishes expressed indicated a need for belonging in 
such statements as: 
J __ 
I wish I could make friends easily but everyone seems to 
ignore me. 
I wish I had friends that wanted to play with me. 
I wish someone in my class would ask me to her home 
to study with her. 
I wish the kids in my neighborhood wouldn't go off and 
do things without including me. 
I wish I was popular with the boys in school. 
I wish I belonged in the same homeroom as my friends. 
I wish people would not try to avoid me. 
I wish I had friends but unfortunately I haven't even one. 
I wish I was invited to go to parties that the kids in school 
have at their homes. 
I wish I didn't have to sit at home while all my friends are 
invited to go places. 
Pupils in grade eight revealed problems of this kind also when 61 
or 7. 3 per cent of their wishes pointed out a need for be longing in such 
statements as: 
I wish I had friends, either boys or girls, just as long as 
I could feel that someone wanted me to associate with 
them. 
I wish I had a good friend that I could talk to when I get 
mixed up. 
I wish I was in Miss ----- room because I could always 
count on her to help me when I was in trouble. 
I wish there was some organization I could belong to so that 
I could make more friends. 
35 
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I wish I had a real pal that I could trust. 
I wish I was living where I used to live because I had 
such nice friends there. Since I came here to live, no 
one wants to bother with me. 
I wish the boys would include me in camping trips and 
hikes. When they go, I don't have any one to play with. 
I wish I could play on the team at school so I could have 
a certain gang to be with all the time. 
I wish people didn't cross the street when they see me 
coming so they wouldn't have to talk to me. 
I wish a certain boy in my dass wouldn't try to gang up 
on me and keep the others from playing with me. 
Students in grade nine also indicate a need for belonging when they 
expressed wishes of this nature in 51 wishes or 7. 5 per cent of the 
statements made: 
I wish I had a close friend to go out with or talk over 
things with. 
I wish I had friends in school that liked me well enough to 
want to associate with me after.school. 
I wish I had nice friends in my neighborhood. I know the 
people I go around with have a bad reputation but none of 
the good kids want me with them and I have to go with 
someone. 
I wish the kids in school wouldn't eall me stuck-up. I 
would like them to be friendly with me but I don't know how 
to make them. 
I wish I was invited to social affairs because I can't talk 
to my friends the next day. They're all talking about what 
what happened the night before and I feel left out. 
1--
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I wish I could join the gang that runs everything in 
school. 
I wish I had more friends than I have. 
I wish someone would tell me what's wrong with me. 
I never have anyone for my friend. 
I wish the girls in my homeroom wouldn't get together 
and talk about me behind my back. One girl especially 
snubs me because she says everybody knows my father 
isn't any good. I guess she told everyone about my 
family now no one wants me around. 
Need for achievement. · Hanna..!/ points out that general education, 
to meet the needs of all youth, should be composed of three types of 
experiences (1) physical education, (2) creative activities, and (3) social 
living. All youths need to be physically active, and to engage in sports 
and games which have leisure time value. Students sh::mld be given the 
opportunity to express themselves creatively in shops, laboratories and 
studios. Experiences in vocal and instrumental music, arts, crafts, 
designing, drawing and home arts, should be provided so that young people! 
may broaden and deepen their interests in one or more of the fine arts I 
I 
in order to find emotional release through success in working with their I 
Regard- I hands, and learn to develop and discover leisur~ time interests. 
I 
ing the educational program, Hann~/ emphasizes the necessity of setting I 
I 
up a curriculum which will give students a chance to plan, to work 
1/ Lavone A. Hanna, ''Proposal for the Secondary School Curriculum, " 
Progressive Education Association (November, 1950), p. 62. 
2/ Ibid. , p. 65. 
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self-reliance, to make decisions and to carry out 
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I together, to develop 
! plans; they must be given an opportunity to feel a sense of satisfaction in 
I 
i 
i 
a job well done. 
Students feel the need for achievement in education, in athletics, in 
the arts and sciences as the following examples, selected from the 208 
wishes or 30. 8 per cent expressed by students in grade seven, indicate: 
I wish I was good in sports. 
I wish I could get a good mark in science. 
I wish I was smarter 1n school so that I could spend more 
time playing ball. 
I wish I could play on a ball team. 
I wish I was a good cook. 
I wish I could keep up with my class. 
I wish there was more opportunities to work with our 
hands. 
I wish I could get my junior letters for sports. 
I wish we had more time for drawing because that's 
what I like best in school. 
I wish some day I could be an inventor. 
The 240 wishes or 28. 7 per cent, expressed by students in grade 
eight, follow the same pattern as those stated by grade seven. For 
example some of the statements were: 
I wish I could play ball as well as my friends. 
,.-· 
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I wish I could graduate with high marks and be a 
successful doctor. ~ -~--J~--~. 
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I wish that I could take singing lessons because some 
day I want to be a great singer like Mindy Carson. 
I wish I could accomplish something in my subjects. 
I try my best but I just can't do things right. 
I wish I could .perfect my talent and still keep my marks 
up, but I don't seem to have time for practicing and 
homework too. 
I wish I could play a musical instrument. 
I wish I could live to see my own children as successful 
as I want to be. 
I wish to achieve my aim in life which is to become a 
designer. 
I wish I had some talent. I can't draw, paint, sew, cook, 
sing, or play the piano, I'm not any good in sports, either. 
I wish the school would have more dances and other things 
we could enjoy. 
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Students in grade nine showed, in 196 wishes, or 29. 2 per cent 
a need for achievement in such statements as: 
I wish to lead the kind of life that helps others as well as 
myself. 
I wish very often that my school life could come just a 
liifle easier to me. 
I wish I was smart enough to bring home a good report 
because I would like my parents to be proud of 'me. 
I wish that I had more ability in sports particularly 
basketball. I enjoy the game very much. If our 
instructor would only help me a little more, I think 
I could achieve more. 
I wish I could learn to become a good housekeeper, 
because I want to get married when I am eighteen. 
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I wish I coul(j learn how to play the piano. 
I wish I knew how to sludy better so I could become a 
good student. 
I wish I could find an opportunity to get ahead quicker. 
I wish I had some kind of a hobby which would interest 
me. 
I wish to be an architect with a good future ahead of me 
but in the meantime, I wish to be a good athlete. 
Need for economic security . Money plays a very active role in the 
-----
life of a teen-ager as well as that of an adult. Boys and girls in junior 
high school want the kind of clothes their friends are wearing; the kind 
homes that they can be proud of; an allowance that will enable them to do 
the things their peers are doing. Many of the wishes expressed by the 
students taking part in the study were for material things. The extent to 
which emotions are involved in wishes of a material nature cannot be 
determined in a study of this kind. The writer realizes that an individual 
may be greatly upset by the fact that all of his friends have bicycles or 
television sets, or whatever it i s that he does not own. On the other hand, 
it may have no effect on his emotions. With this in mind, the wishes for 
material things will not be included in the following examples selected 
from the 100 wishes made by pupils in grade seven who indicated a need 
for economic security: 
I wish my father would let me have a larger allowance. 
I wish I lived in a better neighborhood. 
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I wish my father could save up enough money to buy a 
new home. 
I wish my father would get a raise. 
I wish I could find a part time job. 
I wish I had a lot of money so I could buy what I want. 
I wish my father's work would pick up because it's hard 
to get along on what he makes now. 
I wish some day to be very rich so I can own everything 
I want. 
I wish I could make a lot of money to give my family 
everything they need. 
I wish taxes weren't so high on shows. 
The following examples were taken from the 87 wishes or 10. 4 per 
cent expressed by students in grade eight showing a need for economic 
security: 
I wish I could do extra work like baby sitting so that I 
could help my mother with the bills. 
I wish I had money to go places with my friends. 
I wish the mill in which my father works would have 
more to do. 
I wish my brother could find a job because we could use 
a little more money. 
I wish I had a part time job because it would help to pay 
for my piano lessons. 
I wish my father wouldn't spend the money my mother 
needs to run the house. 
I wish we had enough money to buy good things to eat. 
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Indicating needs for economic security in 92 wishes or 13. 6 per 
cent, pupils in grade nine made such statements as: 
I wish my family was in a better financial state. 
I wish in some way I could help my father to pay off 
the mortgage on our house. 
I wish I had more spending money. 
I wish I could work instead of going to school. My 
mother needs more money and I'm not learning any-
thing in school anyway. 
I wish I could make a lot of money so my mother 
wouldn't have to work. 
I wish I had money to go the places I want to go and 
to buy the things I want. 
I wish I could afford to go to college. 
I wish .! was able to find a way to earn more money to 
take care of my needs. I make two dollars a week but 
that isn't enough to take care of my expenses. 
! 
I 
Need for freedom from fear. "Of all the emotions that man is calledl . 
------------
upon to experience, fear is one of the most common. It is precipitated by 
innumerable situations which vary widely in the lives of different 
individuals. ••.!/ Fear is often instilled in boys and girls by their parents 
or teachers as a means of gaining desirable conduct. Fear may stem 
from the feeling that an individual is not accepted by his peers, his parents! 
or teachers. He may experience fear because he is shy or timid, or 
1/ Douglas A. Thom, Everyday Problems of the Everyday Child, 
Appleton-Century-Crafts, New York, 1927 ,p:-150. 
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Whatever the cause may be, the 
fact remains that pupils who have fears need to have them brought out into 
the open . 
Evidence of existing fears were revealed in the 49 wishes or 7. 3 per c_ 
cent expressed by students in grade seven who said for example: 
I wish I wasn't afraid to be alone. 
I wish no one would make fun of me. 
I wish I wasn't so much afraid of fires. 
I wish people wouldn't talk about me behind my back. 
I wish I wouldn't ever have an accident. 
I wish I didn't worry so much about my school work. 
I wish my father would not come home drunk every 
night and fight with my mother. 
I wish my mother wouldn't die but she is so sick the 
doctor doesn't think she will get better. 
I wish my worries would disappear. 
I wish I would not have nightmares because I get so 
afraid. 
Boys and girls in grade eight expressed 60 wishes or 7. 2 per cent, 
i ndicating a need for freedom from fear in such wishes as: 
I wish I had more courage. I'm always afraid of making 
mistakes. 
I wish my brother would not get ki.Ded. He is a pilot 
and right now we don't know where he is. 
I wish myr'ftiends wouldn't laugh at me when I make a 
mistake. 
4 3 
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I wish I wasn't afraid to speak to teachers. 
I wish we didn •t have to live in fear of bombs. 
I wish I could overcome being afraid of doing the wrong 
thing. I am trying very hard to correct this but I am 
not very successful. 
I wish I wouldn't get into trouble with my father because 
he "lets me have it" when I do. 
I wish I would not get sick and have to go to the hospital 
again. 
I wish I wa:an't so shy. 
I wish I had a little more self confidence. 
Forty-eight wishes or 7. 1 per cent, pointing out the need for free-
:I 
II dom from fear, were expressed by students in grade nine who stated for 
I' example: 
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I wish my family would be in good health all the time. 
I wish I wasn't so nervous in school when I speak before 
the class. 
I wish I wasn't so shy in approaching people that I make 
believe I don't see them so they won't stop to talk to me. 
I wish I had friends who wouldn't hurt my feelings. I make 
believe what they say doesn't hurt me but inside it does very 
much. Sometimes it bothers me so much I can't sleep at 
night. 
I wish I wasn't afraid that I would lose my friends. They 
will be friendly for a few days and then they will sort of 
set me aside and go places without me. 
I wish my father didn't drink so much. 
I wish my mother and father wouldn't get a divorce. 
-- ~---=-~-
I wish I wasn't so nervous when I play the piano for my 
friends. 
I wish people wouldn't ask me questions about my family 
names. You see my name is different, my father's is 
different and my mother's is different. 
Need for love and affection. Educators who are aware of the needs 
of youth recognize the fact that the feeling of security in the love of one's 
L 
own parents is one of the greatest needs of boys and girls. An individual 
must feel that he is wanted, that he is accepted and respected as a member![ 
' of the family group. The appearance of a younger child often sets off 
feelings of rejection and tends to develop bitter resentment toward the 
parents and the younger members of the family. On the other hand, an 
individual brought up in an atmosphere where adults dominate the picture 
feels the need for younger members in the family, or a pet of some kind 
on whom he can lavish hE.s affection and receive love in return. From the 
wishes expressed by pupils at the junior high school level, it appears that 
close family relationships and a desire to be liked by everyone play an 
important part in their lives. 
Evidence of these needs was revealed in the 54 wishes or 8 per cent 
of boys and girls in grade seven who wrote in part: 
I wish I had a brother to play with. 
I wish my home life was happier. 
I wish the boys and girls I play with would like me more. 
I wish I had a baby sister. 
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I wish my mother would stay at home more. 
I wish my brother who. is in the service would come home 
so I could be with him even for one day. 
I wish my sister wouldn't fight with me. 
I wish my sister would like me more. 
I wish my family could get along better together. 
I wish I was an only child. 
I wish my father would take me places with him. 
Indications are that pupils in grade eight, apparently, have need 
II for love and affection when 58 wishes, or 7 per cent of those expressed 
I in this category followed the pattern of the samples below: 
I wish my parents thought as much of me as they do of 
my baby sister. 
I wish my parents would show that they like me. 
I wish for more love from my family. 
I wish my home life was pleasanter. 
I wish I could make all my teachers like me. 
I wish my mother was still living. 
I wish I wasn't alone so much at home. 
I wish my parents would take me on vacations with 
them. 
I wish my father wasn't in Korea. 
I wish my father was living with us. 
I wish I had more in common with my family. 
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The pupils in grade nine expressed 53 or 7. 8 per cent of the total I 
number of wishes which pointed to a need for love and affection, when j1 
they stated, for example: 
I wish there was more love in my family. 
I wish my family and friends would like me more than 
they do. 
I wish I was closer to my brother and sister. 
I wish I had a dog. 
I wish I had a happy home because I feel everyone is 
entitled to one. 
I wish I could get along better with my family. 
I wish I was sure that my mother loved me. 
I wish my mother was still living. 
I wish my mother would not get married again. 
I wish my sister would be more friendly to me. 
Need for freedom from guilt. Feelings of remorse, following an 
outbreak of anger, indicate a felt need on the part of the individual to learn! 
I 
to control his temper. Boys and girls experience feelings of guilt which 
are not always recognized as quickly as those involving anger, since fre-
quently, the guilt feeling is set aside when one apologizes. Educators 
need to be alert to the covert feelings of guilt which are brought to the 
surface only through the patience and understanding of a willing listener 
who has established rapport with the "guilty., one. 
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Pupils in grade seven expressed 24 or 3. 5 per cent of their wishes 
in this area. For example, they stated: 
I wish I wasn't so grouchy. 
I wish I could take criticism from my parents and my 
teachers without resenting it. 
I wish I could get over the habit of swearing. 
I wish I hadn't started to go with bad companions. 
I wish I could get over wanting revenge. 
Boys and girls in grade eight expressed almost twice as many 
wishes in this category as pupils in grade seven. For the first time in 
the study there appears to be a different type of wish expressed by students 
in grade eight from t h ose made by students in grade seven. Guilt feelings 
toward the opposite sex is in greater evidence at this grade level. For 
example, pupils W!rlote: 
I wish I didn't blush everytime I talked to a boy. 
I wish I wasn't jealous of my girl friends. 
I wish I didn't act so silly when boys were around. 
I wish girls didn't make me feel so self conscious. 
I wish I wasn't so conceited just because I am so 
popular. 
I wish I wasn't so awkward. 
I wish I didn't feel so tongue tied when I'm with a girl. 
In grade nine pupils expressed 2. 5 per cent more wishes in this area 
than pupils in grade eight. At this level boys and girls appeared to be less 
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concerned about the opposite sex, giving more thought to wishes relating 
to school. For example, they wrote: 
I wish I didn't let my mind wander so much when I'm 
studying. 
' I wish I hadn't neglected my homework. 
I wish I had studied more in school. 
I wish I wasn't so lazy. 
I wish I wasn't dissatisfied wit};l everything. 
I wish I could stick to something until it was finished. 
I wish I had studied more so mv record wouldn't be so 
bad. 
I wish I wasn't such a nuisance in school that all the 
teachers thought of me as a pest. 
Need for shari ng and self respect. At the junior high school level 
boys and girls are anxious to free themselves from their parents and, in 
doing so, , often find it difficult. If this adjustment is not made satisfac-
torily, complete resentment of authority from adults at home arrl at school 
results. This is the time in a youth's life when he wants to do his own 
planning, his own choosing, and wants to do what his peers are doing. 
When the reins of parental control are not slackened a little at this point, 
or teachers fail to understand the change in the personality of the boy or 
girl, problems are certain to arise. 
Needs in this area were expressed in 86 wishes or 12. 9 per cent, 
made by pupils in grade seven who said in part: 
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I wish I didn't have to go to bed so early. 
I wish my mother wasn't so hard on me. 
I wish my mother would stop worrying about me and let 
me take care of myself. 
I wish I wasn•t treated like the black sheep of the 
family. 
I wish my mother wouldn't make something out of 
nothing and find fault with everything I do. 
I wish my brothers and sisters wouldn't interfere when 
I have company. 
I wish I could go places like my friends but my parents 
won't let me. 
I wish I didn't have to be the first one to leave every 
party I go to. 
The 121 wishes, or 14. 5 per cent made by students in grade eight 
indicated somewhat similar needs, as the following examples will point 
out: 
I wish I didn't have to go right home after school because 
the other boys laugh at me. 
I wish my parents would let me go to dances at night like 
my friends. 
I wish I could do things in school so that teachers would 
like me and my parents would be proud of me. 
I wish I could do things without so much bossing from my 
parents. 
I wish I was allowed to express an opinion of my own once 
in a while. 
I wish my mother wasn't so inquisitive about where I go, 
who calls me, and what they said. 
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I wish my parents would allow me to be more self-reliant. 
After analyzing the needs of pupils in grade nine in this area, the 
following examples were taken from the 68 wishes or 10 per cent 
expressed. Although in number the wishes were 4. 5 per cent less than 
those expressed by students in grade eight, and 2. 9 per cent less than 
those made by students in grade seven, they indicated needs of a similar 
nature: 
I wish I could go home myself without having my father 
come for me. 
I wish I had more opportunity to express my feelings. 
I wish I didn't have to depend on other people or be 
obliged to them. 
I wish there was some way we could get together and plan 
our own social affairs. 
I wish my parents wouldn't make me go to bed so early. 
I wish I could _, prepare for. the future so I would never 
have to ask my parents for help. 
I wish I didn't have to take so much nagging at home. 
I wish my parents would give me permission to go more 
places alone. 
I wish I could have dates like my friemis but my mother 
keeps saying I'm too young. 
Needs for guiding purposes. Educators often take it for granted that 
youths understand a great deal more than they do about conditions in the 
world, pupil-teacher relationships, relationships with parents, and 
human relations in general. Just as a youngster who begins to notice 
/ /J.J'9 .1<\\ 
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things for the first time prefaces almost every remark with "why" so 
also a boy or girl in his teens has that same inclination to ask "why" we 
have wars, "why" fathers or brothers have to be taken away from the 
family, "why" teachers behave as they do, "why" parents do not under-
stand them. 
Evidence of needs for guiding purposes were expressed in 112 
wishes, or lb. 9 per cent made by pupils in grade seven who stated, for 
example: 
I wish I knew why the whole world couldn't live in 
peace. 
I wish I could understand my father. He thinks he is 
always right and I am wrong. 
I wish I knew why we can't do something to make crooks and 
gangsters behave, 
I wish I could nnderstand why certain teachers are so 
hard on their pupils. 
Again in the 165 wishes or 19. 8 per cent, presented by the pupils 
in grade eight, the same need for understanding was disclosed, when they 
made wishes of this type: 
I wish I knew why people do not make an effort to be 
kind to one another. 
I wish I could understand the need for homework. 
I wish I knew why my parents don't want to let me 
enlist in the navy. 
I wish people would share what they have with those who 
don't have much of anything. 
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I wish I knew why teachers lose their patience so often. 
I wish I could figure out why my parents think they 
have to be so strict. 
I wish I knew why we have to have so many wars. 
I wish 1 knew why some teachers get along with pupils 
and others don't. 
Boys and girls in grade nine expressed 117 wishes or 17. 2 per 
cent, in the need for guidance area. Once again, indications were that 
the needs of pupils are th~ same for this grade as they were for those in 
grades seven and eight. For example: 
I wish I could understand why people regardless of race, 
treed or color cannot love one another. 
I wish my father could understand me better. 
I wish I could see why everything worthwhile is so 
difficult to accomplish. 
I wish I knew how to get along better with my teachers 
and my parents. 
I wish I could figure out why people tell me so many lies. 
I wish I knew why my ddest sister always loses her 
patience with me. 
· Summation. ln all areas the wishe~ expressed by boys and girls 
follow a similar pattern with the exception of the wishes expressed by 
pupils in grade eight in the area of need for freedom from guilt. Youths 
at that level have begun to notice members of the opposite sex and due to 
shyness or timorousness, to lack of sex education or to misinformation, 
they have taken on feelings of guilt which appear to be a disturbing 
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element in their personality development. 
3. Distribution of Needs by Sex 
Similarity in rank order. Although percentages differ in various 
areas, the rank ord.er of the categories for boys and girls are similar 
throughout with one exception. The need for sharing and self respect is 
third. in importance for girls and fourth in importance for boys. Table 7 
shows the variance in the number and percentage of needs revealed in each 
category according to sex. 
Tabulation of the wishes expressed shows that boys made a larger 
percentage of wishes which pointed. to a need for achievement. Thirty-five 
and two tenths per cent of the total number of wishes expressed by boys 
and. 25. 2 per cent by girls were in this area. Based on 335 wishes made 
by boys and 311 made by girls, the boys expressed 10 per cent more 
wishes in this area than girls. 
In need for guiding purposes, 186 wishes or 19.6 per cent of the 
total number of wishes expressed by boys were in this category. The 
girls made 208 wishes in this area which was 16. 8 per cent of the total 
number of wishes made by girls. The percentage of wishes made by boys 
in this category was 2. 8 per cent more than those made by girls. The 
boys expressed 126 wishes or 13. 3 per cent of the total number in the need 
·- for economic security category. The girls stated 15::s wishes in this area 
which was 12.4 per cent of the total number of wishes made by girls. The 
difference between the percentages reported for girls and boys in this 
54 
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Table 7. Nwnber and Percentages of Wishes in Each Category Arranged 
According to Sex. 
Boys Girls Total 
Rank Order Category No. % No. -% No. !fo 
Need for achievement 335 35.2 311 25.2 646 29.6 
Need for guiding purposes 186 19. 6 208 16.8 394 18.0 
Need for economic 
security 126 13. 3 153 12.4 279 12. 8 
Need for sharing and 
self respect 90 9. 5 185 14.9 275 12. 5 
Need for love and 
affection 60 6. 3 105 8.4 165 7. 5 
Need for freedom from 
fear 55 5.8 102 8.3 157 7. 3 
Need for belonging 52 5.4 99 8. 1 151 6.9 
Need for freedom from 
guilt 46 4.9 73 5. 9 119 5. 4 
Total 950 100.0 1236 100. 0 2186 100. 0 
- ~ ~ 
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area is very slight. 
In need for sharing and self respect the boys made 90 wishes or 9. 5 
per cent of the total in this category. The girls expressed 185 wishes or 
14 . 9 per cent of the total in this area. The number of wishes made by 
the girls exceeded those of the boys by 5. 4 per cent. 
The wishes made by the boys in the need for lov e and affection 
category totaled 60 or 6. 3 per cent while the girls expressed 105 wishes 
or a total of 8. 4 per cent. Once again, the girls lead the boys by 
slightly more than 2 per cent. 
Boys expressed 55 wishes or 5. 8 per cent of the total number of 
wishes made in the need for freedom fr;om fear category. The girls 
stated 102 wishes or 8. 3 per cent of their wishes in this area which was 
approximately 3 per cent more than the number expressed by boys. 
Evidence of a need for belonging was disclosed in 52 or 5. 4 per cent 
of the wishes stated by boys. Girls stated 99 or 8. 1 per cent of their 
wishes in this category which was 2. 7 per cent more than those expressed 
by the boys. 
Expressing wishes which pointed out the need for freedom from 
guilt were 46 or 4. 9 per cent of the total number of wishes made by the 
boys. The girls stated 73 or 5. 9 per cent of their wishes in this area 
which was 1 per cent more than those expressed by the boys. 
In general, the table points out that the boys surpassed the girls 
in three areas, namely, need for achievement, need for guiding purposes, 
and need for economic security. The most notable differences were 1n 
the areas of sharing and self respect with the girls expressing 5. 4 per 
1 
cent more wishes than boys, and in the category indicating need for 
achievement where the boys expressed 10 per cent more wishes than 
girls. 
4. Analysis of Needs by Sex 
Similarity of needs. In all categories boys and girls expressed 
wishes of a similar nature. No great difference, in the type of wishes 
expressed according to sex, was revealed. The following unedited 
samples taken from free writings disclosed the similarity of needs 
expressed in the wishes of girls and boys at the junior high school level. 
Girl 
Girl 
I wish I could take my school work seriously 
and do it well. I wish I could keep my school 
marks up. I wish I could see my friends in 
the city where I use to live. I wish I could help 
my mother. I wish we could have peace. 
I wish I could learn to concentrate on my studies 
especially algebra. I wish I could find a job 
where age wouldn't matter so that I could earn 
some money to take care of my wants. I wish 
I could get over my shyness. I wish the war in 
Korea was over. 
I wish I wasn't so nervous which makes me yell 
at my sisters and brothers. I wish very much 
that I had a special talent. I wish I could keep 
my mind on my school work. I wish I knew what 
I want to be when I grow up. I wish I wasn't so 
quick tempered. 
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Boy I wish I was taller. I wish I had a job so I 
could make some money. I wish I had money 
to go to college when I'm older. I wish my 
father was out of the navy. I wish our school 
would have a photography club. 
Girl 
Boy 
Girl 
Boy 
I wish there was something that I could do to 
help to bring up my marks in history. It9 s 
not that I don't study it's just that I forget it 
right after I learn it. I wish girls my age could 
get a job for a few hours a day. I wish teachers 
would be more considerat e. Instead of making you 
the laughing stock of the class when you don't know 
an answer why can't they tell you to come in after 
school and discuss it with them. Then the person 
wouldn't feel so foolish. 
I wish I wasn't so quick tempered. I wish I 
wasn't so clumsy and more skilled in sports. 
I wish I could get on the honor roll. I wish 
somebody would stay with my sister so I could 
go out at night. I wish I could get a good job 
so my mother wouldn't have to work. I wish I 
could find someone with whom I could have a 
close friendship. 
I wish I could go to my friend's house without 
asking my mother. I wish I could go to shows 
and dances at night. I wish I could go on a 
trip, because I've never ridden on a plane, train 
pr boat. I wish I had a true friend I could tell 
my secrets to. I wish I had a room of my own. 
I wish I could have my girl friends sleep at my 
house. I wish I didn't have a temper because it 
always gets me in trouble. 
I wish my whole family was at home. I have a 
brother in the army and I haven't seen him for 
two years. I hope my second oldest brother 
won't be drafted. He is a lot of help to my father 
and we would all be lost without him. 
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Girl 
Boy 
I wish that parents of our neighborhood would get 
together and talk over their children and discuss 
how much freedom they should have instead of one 
per son being able to go any place and another per-
son feeling left out because her parents wouldn't 
allow her to go. I wish teachers would learn to be 
more human and stop giving so much homework. 
They don't realize how much children have to do 
and what little time they have to themselves. 
I wish my parents weren't so strict. Sometimes 
I wish I could go out and stay as long as I want 
without thinking about going home so soon. My 
friends don't have to worry about what time they 
go home. I wish I h a d friends that wouldn't call 
me names that hurt me. I make believe they don't 
hurt me but inside they hurt very much. I wish 
teachers would try to understand us in school. 
Some of them are 0. K. but most of them pile work 
on you, hurt your feelings and do everything to 
make life miserable. 
In the following chapter the writer will attempt to point out the 
number of times that wishes of a similar _nature were expressed by pupils. 
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CHAPTER V 
ANALYSIS OF NEEDS WITHIN AREAS 
Content of chapter. Since it has been generally agreed by educators 
that the educational program of all schools should be based upon the needs 
' of the pupils concerned, it then becomes necessary, (1) to locate the areas 
in which needs occur and, {2) to analyze these needs in order to discover 
which are the most pressing. 
Each category was made up of specific needs which were pointed 
1 out in the wishes of pupils. The frequency of these needs was tabulated 
for each area within the eight categories according to sex. For the pur-
pose of this study, frequency indicates a particular type of wish expressed 
twice or more. 
This chapter of findings will present an overview of the needs of 
pupils by indicating the areas within each categgry in which needs were 
most frequently expressed, and will note the differences that occur 
between boys and girls. 
The sampling ci. wishes included in this chapter was taken from the 
2186 wishes expressed by pupils in junior high school. These wishes were 
edited in order to present to the reader, as concisely and clearly as 
possible, the variety of emotional needs that confront the youth of today. 
1. Need for Belonging 
Table 8 shows the I Distribution of wishes within need for belonging. 
' way in which 151 wishes, indicating a need for belonging, were distributed. ! 
T h e wishes expressed in this category were classified in nine areas deal-
ing with: the desire to be invited places, the desire to be accepted by the 
group, making friends, the desire to belong to a club or gang, need for 
a close friend, the desire to belong to the same group as friends, need 
for friends in the neighborhood, the desire to live near old friends, and 
the desire to have a boyfriend or girlfriend. 
Table 8. Need for Belonging Stated in Frequency of Wishes Made 
Arranged in Rank Order According to Sex 
Boys Girls Total 
Need for Belonging (182} (225} (407). 
Desire to be invited places 8 24 32 
Being accepted by the group 5 22 27 
Making friends 11 16 27 
Belonging to a club or gang 14 9 23 
Having a close friend 7 9 16 
Belonging to same group as friends 2 6 8 
Having friend~ in the neighborhood 0 7 7 
Desire to live near old friends 3 3 6 
Wanting a boyfriend or girlfriend 2 3 5 
Total number of statements 52 99 151 
Per 
Cent 
21.2 
17.8 
17.8 
15.2 
10.6 
5. 3 
4.6 
3.9 
3.6 
100.0 
Analysis of wishes within need for belonging. Approximately 21 per 
cent of the total number of wishes indicated a desire to be invited places. 
Girls expressed three times as many wishes in this area as boys. Nearly 
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18 per cent of the wishes indicated a desire to be accepted by the group. 
Girls expressed four times as many wishes in this category as q oys. In 
' t h e wishes indicating a desire to have friends in the neighborhood, girls 
expressed 4. 6 per cent of the total number of wishes while boys expressed 
no wishes in this area. Table 8 shows that almost twice as many wishes 
1 were expressed in the area of need for belonging by girls as by boys. 
Areas showing the least concern dealt with the desire to live near old 
friends, and wanting a boyfriend or girlfriend. 
The following samples of wishes were expressed within the area of 
the need for belonging: 
Desire to Be Invited Places 
---- -- ----------
I wish the boys would invite me to go camping with them. 
I wish I could be invited to go to parties. 
I wish I could be invited to go places like other girls. 
I wish people wruld invite me to their homes once in awhile. 
I wish I had friends who would ask me to go to shows with 
them. 
I wish I was popular enough to be invited to school dances. 
I wish some of the girls would ask me to study with them 
at their houses. 
I wish someone who lives near me would invite me for a 
date now and then. 
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Desire to Be Accepted by the Group 
I wish I could get in with a certain gang. 
I wish I was popular with my classmates. 
I wish the boys would let me play on the team. 
I wish girls in my class wouldn't snub me. 
I wish the girls in school would be friendly with me. 
I wish more people would like to play with me. 
I wish the kids at school would notice me. 
I wish people in school wouldn't skip me when they 
plan something. 
I wish some of the girls at school would include me 
in their plans. 
Desire to Make Friends 
I wish I had more friends. 
I wish I knew how to make friends. 
I wish I had the right kind of friends. 
I wish I had a friend who would trust me. 
I wish I had a friend who would take an interest in me. 
I wish I could make friends. 
I wish I had a friend to talk to. 
, Desire to Belong to~ Club or Gang 
I wish I could belong to a photography club. 
I wish there was some club I could belong to. 
I wish I was a member of a gang. 
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I wish I could belong to a band. 
I wish I could belong to a group that was popular. 
I wish I could join a club for teenagers. 
I wish you didn't have to be someone to belong to a 
club. 
I wish I belonged to a boxing club. 
Desire for a Close Friend. 
I wish I had a good friend to tell my troubles to. 
I wish I had a real pal. 
I wish I could find someone to be a close friend. 
I wish I had a close friend that would be nice to me. 
I wish I had at least one good friend. 
I wish I could get very friendly with someone 1n 
school. 
I wish I could go out with someone who was a real 
friend. 
I' Desire to Belong to Same Group as Friends 
-- --
I wish I was in the same home-room as my friends. 
I wish I was in my right grade, so I could be with 
my friends. 
I wish I could play in the band with my friends. 
I wish I was back with my friends. 
I wish I could belong to the same division as my 
friends. 
I wish I was included in the things my friends plan. 
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Desire for Friends in the Neighborhood 
I wish I had someone in my neighborhood to go places 
with. 
I wish I didn't have to move away from my friends in 
the neighborhood. 
De sire to Live Near Old Friends 
---- -- --- --- --- -----
I wish I was back where I used to live because all 
my friends are there. 
I wish I was in New York with my old friends. 
I wish my father would decide to go back to his old 
job so I could be near my friends. 
Desire for Boyfriend or Girlfriend 
I wish I had a nice girlfriend. 
I wish I had a boyfriend like all my friends. 
I wish I had a boyfriend to take me to parties. 
2. Need for Achievement 
Distribution of wishes within the need for achievement. Table 9 
-- --- ---------
shows how 646 wishes, indicating a need for achievement, were distributed! 
The wishes expressed in this category were classified in 18 areas indicat- I 
ing needs of the following type: to receive good marks, to excel in sports, 
to follow a certain profession, for more activities, to travel, to perfect a 
talent, to improve in certain subjects, to be more intelligent, for improve 
ment of personal appearance, for success in life, for further educatimi, 
to obtain honors, for civic improvement, to move, for good health, to drive 
--=-= --=--=-===~-=----=-- ==-=== 
jl a car, f o r lon ger lunch period and to go into the service. 
Table 9. Need for Achievement Stated in Frequency of Wishes 
Made Arranged in Rank Order According to Sex. 
' 
Boys G i rls Total 
Need for Achievement {182) {225) (407) 
To receive good marks 42 59 10 1 
To excel in sports 52 20 72 
To follow a certain profession 39 27 66 
For more activities 36 27 63 
To travel 27 27 54 
To perfect a talent 14 32 46 
To improve in certain subjects 15 22 37-
To be more intelligent 14 18 32 
For improvement of personal 
appear ance 7 22 29 
For success in life 16 9 25 
For · further education 14 5 19 
To obtai n honors 4 12 16 
For civic improvements 8 5 13 
To move 6 5 11 
For good health 5 5 10 
To drive a car 7 0 7 
For longer lunch period 2 2 4 
To go into the service 4 0 4 
Unclassified 23 14 37 
Total number of statements 335 311 646 
Per 
Cent 
15.7 
11. 1 
10.3 
9. 8 
8.5 
7.2 
5. 7 
4.8 
4.3 
3. 9 
2.9 
2. 5 
2. 1 
1.7 
1.5 
1.3 
0. 5 
o. 15 
5. 7 
100.0 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
II 
I 
I. 
'I 
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Analysis of wishes within need for achievement. Approximately 16 
per cent of the wishes in this category indicated a desire to receive good 
marks in school. Girls appeared more concerned about this problem than 
boys. Second in importance with a total of 11. 1 per cent was the de sire 
to excel in sports, with the boys showing almost three times as much 
concern about this problem as the girls. Ranking third in importance was 
1 the desire to follow a certain profession with the boys once again showing 
more concern than the girls. The areas indicating the least concern were 
the desire to drive a car, for longer lunch period and desire to go into 
the service. This is not surprising since the problems of drivi ng a car 
and going into the service are characteristic of a specific age group; 
II 
i 
I 
I 
I 
therefore would not be applicable to all students in junior high school. The .l 
problem of a longer lunch period was concen t rat ed in a specific school. I 
I 
The following are samples of wishes within the area of need for 
achievement: 
To Receive Good Marks 
I wish I could get better marks in school. 
I wish I could receive a good report card. 
I wish I could get all A's on my report card. 
I wish I could bring up my marks. 
I wish I could get high marks on my examination. 
I wish I could continue to get good nm.arks in school. 
I wish I could get goodmarks like my sister. 
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To Excel in Sports 
I wish I was good in all sports. 
I wish I could play baseball better. 
I wish I could improve in sports. 
I wish I could swim better. 
I wish I could play with big leagues someday. 
I wish I was a good all round sportsman. 
I wish I could play ball as well as my friends. 
To Follow a Certain Professwn 
I wish I could become a doctor. 
I wish I was a prize fighter. 
I wish someday I could become an inventor. 
I wish I could be a mechanic. 
I wish to be a+great scientist when I grow 
up. 
I wish I could be a gym teacher. 
For More Activities 
-- --- ------
I wish I had something to do with my free time. 
I wish that our school would plan a better sports 
program for us. 
I wish I could get a chance to play ball more 
often. 
I wish we had more activities in school. 
I wish I had a hobby to keep me busy. 
=--..=::-·..== 
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I wish there were more things to do so we 
could keep out of trouble. 
I wish we had more social activities at 
school. 
To Travel 
I wish I could travel all over the United 
States. 
I wish I could go on a long automobile trip. 
I wish I could go to New York. 
I wish I could visit every country in the world. 
I wish I could go to Hollywood to see the movie 
stars in person. 
I wish I could go to California to visit my 
relatives. 
I wish I could fly to Europe. 
To Perfect a Talent 
I wish I could play the clarinet well. 
I wish I could become a much better pianist. 
I wish I had more time to improve my dancing. 
I wish I could perfect my talent as a ventriloquist. 
I wish I had more opportunity in school to draw 
because I want to be a designer someday. 
I wish I could become a great singer so I could 
go on the stage. People say I have a good voice. 
I 
II 
I 
I 
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To Improve in Certain Subjects 
I wish I could write better compositions. 
I wish I knew how to read better. 
I wish I could become more interested in 
science. 
I wish I could understand math. 
I wish I knew how to do my algebra. 
I wish I could improve in English. 
To be More Intelligent 
--
I wish I was smarter in school . 
I wish I was as intelligent as my brother. 
I wish I could be as smart as my friends. 
I wish I could be as intelligent as my father 
thinks I should be. 
I wish I wasn't so dumb in school. 
I wish I could think faster. 
I wish I could make people think I was 
smarter than I am. 
For Improvement of Personal Appearance 
I wish I could get thin. 
I wish I could lose some weight. 
I wish I was pretty. 
I wish I had blonde hair. 
I wish the braces were off my teeth. 
I wish I could learn to look neat. 
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I wish I could put on some weight. 
I wish I was as tall as my friends. 
For Success in Life 
-------
I wish I could make a success of my life. 
I wish I could get married and make a happy 
life for my wife. 
I wish I could grow up fast, get married and 
make a big success. 
I wish my father was successful businessman. 
I wish I knew what I would have to do to be a 
success. 
I wish I could become successful and marry 
an actress. 
For Further Education 
I wish I could go to college. 
I wish I could go to West Point. 
I wish I didn't have to quit school and go to 
work. 
I wish my parents would let me go to college. 
I wish I could go to a university. 
I wishm_y brother would do better in college. 
Because of him my father doesn't want to let 
me go. He says it is a waste of time. 
To Obtain Honors 
I wish I could get on the honor roll. 
I wish I could belong to the honor society. 
I wish I could get a scholarship to some college. 
I 
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I wish I could graduate with honors. 
I wish I could get my junior high letters for 
sports. 
For Civic Improvements 
I wish we had a modern school building. 
I wish people would keep our streets clean. 
I wish our town would provide a decent place 
for us to play. 
I wish we had a nice park where we could play. 
I wish we had a field where we could play 
baseball. 
To Move 
I wish we could move to a farm. 
I wish we would go to the country to live. 
I wish I could move to Texas. 
I wish we would move nearer to :iny grandmoth er. 
For Good Health 
---------
I wish my father had better health. 
I wish my mother could be cured of arthritis. 
I wish I had better eyesight. 
I wish I could hear better. 
I wish for good health for all my family. 
I wish my mother's health would be better so 
she could come home from the sanatorium. 
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3. Need for Economic Security 
Distribution of wishes within need for economic security. Table 10 
shows the way in which 279 wishes, indicating a need for economic securit 
were distributed. The wishes expressed in this category were classified 
in 14 areas, namely: desire for sports equipment, money for personal 
needs, way to help pay family bills, better clothes, family car, money 
' for further education, better house, television, conveniences at home, 
better position for father, mother working too hard, riches, larger 
allowances and a part time job. 
Table 10. Need for Economic Security Stated in Frequency of Wishes 
Made Arranged in .Rank Order According to Sex. 
Boys Girls Total Per 
Need for Economic Security ( 182) (225) (407) Cent 
Sports equipment 27 23 50 17.9 
Money for personal needs 27 10 37 13.2 
Way to help pay family bills 19 11 30 10. 7 
Better clothes 2 24 26 9. 3 
Family car 11 14 25 9. 1 
Money for further education 11 9 20 7.2 
Better house 6 12 18 6.5 
Television 7 9 16 5.7 
Conveniences at home 5 9 14 5. 0 
Better position for father 5 7 12 4.3 
Mother working too hard 3 8 11 3.9 
Riches 4 6 10 3.6 
Larger allowances 6 0 6 2.2 
Part time job 0 4 4 1.4 
Total number of statements 133 146 279 100.0 
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Analysis of wishes within need for economic secui-ity. Approximate!~ 
18 per cent of the wishes in this area indicate a desire for spotts equip- 11 
II 
ment. Wishes of this type appeared to be of equal concern to girls as I 
well as boys. Ranking second in importance was the problem of money 
for personal needs which 13 per cent of the wishes indicated. Boys 
showed almost three times as much concern in this area as girls. The 
third area of importance was a way to pay family bills, indicated in nearly 
11 per cent of the wishes. Boys appeared to be more concerned with this 
problem than girls. The area presenting the least concern were riches, 
larger allowances and a part time job. All of the wishes indicating a 
need for a larger allowance were expressed by boys, while all of those 
indicating a need for a part time job were expressed by girls. 
The following samples of wishes were expressed within the area of 
need for economic security: 
Sports Equipment 
I wish I could afford to buy a fishing pole. 
I wish I could buy a bicycle. I 
I
ll 
I 
II 
I wish I had a tool kit. 
I wish I had a baseball glove. 
I wish I could buy a pair of roller skates. 
lr 
I wish I could have a boat. II 
I wish I could afford to buy a new bicycle. 
I 
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Money for Personal Needs 
I wish I had money to buy things I need. 
I wish I could have money of my own so that 
I could have a b irthday party. 
I wish I could buy a good fountain pen. 
I wish I had a portable radio. 
I wish I had money to go someplace for. a 
vacation. 
I wish I had a ring. 
I. wish I had money to go places with my friends. 
Way to Help Pay Family B:ills 
------- -.--
I wish I could help my father t o s upport our 
family. 
I wish I could find a way to help my mother 
pay her bills. 
I wish I was old enough to work to help my 
mother .run the house. 
I wish I had money to give my family so we 
wouldntt owe so much money. 
I wish I could get money for my mother to pay 
her doctor's bills. 
I wish I could help my parents with their bills 
so they wouldn't worry so much. 
Better Clothes 
I w i sh I had a nice sweater. 
I wish I could afford to wear better clothes. 
I wish I had the prettiest clothes that money 
-~ ~-=eould=bUY-===- ---- ----- ----- -
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I wish I could afiord a new dress. 
I wish I could throw away everything I own 
and buy some decent clothes. 
I wish I didn't have to wear my mother's old 
cast-offs. 
I wish I had nice clothes like other girls. 
Family ~-ar 
I wish my father could afford to buy a car. 
I. wish we could have even an old car. 
I wish we had a car so we wouldn't have to 
depend on other people to take us places. 
I wish my father would buy a lime colored 
convertible roadster. 
I wish my mother would buy a new car. 
Money for Further Education 
I wish I had money to go to college when I am 
older. 
I wish I could afford to go to college. 
I wish I could afford to go to Lasalle Academy. 
I wish my father could send my brother ani me 
to college. 
I wish my parents could afford to send me to a 
music conservatory. 
I wish my father had the money to let me take 
singing lessons from a good teacher. 
-=- --=----==--=-- ------- ==-== 
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Better House 
I wish we could move to a nice house in a 
nice neighborhood. 
I wish we had a decent house. 
I wish my house was nicer so I could invite 
my friends to it without being ashamed. 
I wish we could have a pretty hou.!:e. 
I wish we could move out of the old run-down 
down house we live in. 
I wish my father could afford to buy a nice new 
house. 
I wish my mother could have a nice house like 
she always wanted. 
Television 
I wish I had a television set so I wouldn't have 
to make a pest of myself by going to my friend's 
house everytime I want to see a program. 
I wish I had a television set so I could talk about 
the programs with my friends. 
I wish my father would buy a television set. 
I wish I didn't have to depend on someone else when 
I want to see television. 
I wish I had a television set because I feel em bar-
rassed when my friends say, 'Did you see such and 
such a program?' 
Conveniences at Home 
I wish we could have oil heat put in our house. 
I wish we could afford a new washing machine. 
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I wish my father would buy my mother things 
to make work easier for her at home. 
I wish we had some comfortable chairs at home. 
I wish I had a desk to work at when I study. 
I wi~ my mother could afford to buy a new stove. 
Better Position for Father 
I wish my father could get a promotion. 
I wish my father's job was better so we could 
have maney f o do more. 
I wish my father had a steady job. 
I wish my father worked someplace where they 
paid a lot of money. 
I wish my mother would stop finding fault with 
my father because he hasn't a very good job. 
Mother Working Too hard 
----
I wish my mother didn•t have to go to work and 
keep the house too. 
I wish my mother wouldn't work so hard because 
she can never go any place. 
I wish my mother had a washing machine so that 
her work would be easier for her. 
I wish my mother didn't have to go to work at 
night because it's too hard on her. 
Riches 
I wish I was a millionaire. 
I wish my father was rich. 
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Larger Allowance 
I wish my father would raise my allowance. 
I wish my parents would give me more money 
to spend. 
I wish I had enough money to meet my expenses. 
Part Time Job 
I wish I could get a job as a b?by sitter. 
I wish I could get a job after school so I 
could earn money for things I need. 
4 . Need for Freedom from Fear 
Distribution of wishes within need for freedom from fear. Table 11 
indicates the way in which 157 wishes expressed in this category were dis-
tributed. The total number of wishes showing a need for freedom from 
fear was classified in the 13 areas as follows: personal worries, health of 
family, welfare of father or brother in service, personal health, embar-
rassment, school work, behavior of family and relatives, father's drink-
ing, accidents, teachers, bombs, treatment received from adults, and 
losing friends. 
Analysis of wishes within need for freedom from fear. Twenty-
eight per cent of the wishes within the need for 
were concerned with personal worries with the 
I 
freedom from fear category ;! 
girls showing almost twice II 
as many problems as the boys. Problems concerning the health of the 
family were indicated in approximately 20 per cent of the wishes. The 
I 
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Table 11. . Need for Freedom from Fear Stated in Frequency of Wishes 
Made Arranged in Rank .Order According to Sex. 
Boys Girls Total Per 
Need for Freedom from Fear ( 182) (225) {407) Cent 
Personal worries 17 27 44 28.0 
Health of Family 7 24 31 19. 8 
Welfare of father or brother 1n 
service 7 12 19 12. 2 
• Personal health 4 6 10 6.4 
Embarrassment 0 7 7 4.4 
School work 4 2 6 3.8 
Behavior of family and relatives 4 2 6 3.8 
Father's drinking l 4 5 3. 2 
Accidents 2 3 5 3.2 
Teachers 2 3 5 3. 2 
Bombs 1 3 4 2. 5 
Treatment received from adults 3 0 3 1.8 
Losing friends l l 2 1.3 
Unclassified 2 8 10 6.4 
Total number of staterne·nts 55 102 157 100 .. 0 
girls expressed three times as many wishes in this area as boys. A 
1 little more than 12 per cent of the wishes concerned the welfare co£ one's 
father or brother in the service. Again, the girls were more concerned 
about this problem than boys. The areas which appeared to be the least 
important were bombs, treatment received from adults, and losing 
friends. 
The following samples of wishes were expressed within the area 
of the need for freedom from fear: 
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Personal Worries 
I wish I knew what people are saying behind my 
back. 
I wish I didn't have so many worries. 
I wish my worries would go away. 
I wish I wasn't afraid to be alone. 
I wish no one would make fun of me. 
I wish I wasn'tafraid of everyone. 
Health of the Family 
I wish my mother wouldn't get sick so often. 
I wish my whole family could stay well. 
I wish no one around me would get sick. 
I wish my mother could come home from the 
hospital. 
I wish my mother could get out of bed and be 
well again. 
I wish my father would get well. 
I wish my father and mother were not getting 
sick all the time. 
Welfare of Father or Brother in Service 
I wish I wasn't so afraid of my brother getting 
killed in Korea. 
I wish if the war comes my father won't have to go. 
I wish my brother wouldn't be taken away from us 
and maybe never come back. 
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I wish my brother in the navy would remain alive 
and safe. 
I wish my brothers wouldn't 'have to leave home, 
go to war and get killed. 
Personal Health 
I wish I would never get sick. 
I wish my health wouldn't get any worse. 
I wish I wasn•t afraid of being sick or having an 
operation. 
I wish I would never catch any diseases. 
I wish I would not get sick again and have to 
stay in bed so long. 
I wish I wouldn't get sick and have to go to the 
hospital again. 
Embarrassment 
I wish I wouldn't get so. embarrassed when I'm 
with older people. 
I wish I wouldn•t mind the sarcastic things 
teachers say to me. 
I wish I didn't feel so funny when my friends 
make fun of me. 
I wish I didn't mind so much when my friends 
call me fat. 
I wish I didn't get so embarrassed with I talk 
to boys. 
1-
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School Work 
I wish I wasn't afraid to recite in school. 
I wish I wouldn't get put back in school. 
I wish I wouldn't flunk in math but I'm afraid 
I will. 
I wish I didn't have to give oral compositions because 
I don't like to speak before the class. 
I wish I wouldn't have to read in front of the 
class because I think that kids laugh at me. 
Behavior of Family or Relatives 
I wish my aunts and uncles wouldn't cause 
fights in my family. 
I wish my relatives wouldn't quarrel because 
it upsets me: 
I wish my father would stop worrying about his 
job and think more about his home life. 
I wish my parents woul~ not get divorced. 
Father's Drinking 
I wish someone would cure my father of drinking. 
I wish my father wouldn't come home drunk 
every night. 
I wish my father would stop drinking. 
Accidents 
I wish I could forget about the chance of being 
hurt when I play football. 
I wish I wasn't afraid of pain and accidents. 
I wish no one in my family would get into an 
- --accident. - -=-- ---=---=-----=--= 
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I wish I would never get run over. 
Teachers 
I wish I wasn't afraid of some of my teachers. 
I wish I wasn't afraid to go into Miss -----
room. 
I wish certain teachers wouldn't ask me so 
many personal questions. 
Bombs 
I wish big bombs had never been made. 
I wish I didn't think so often about the Russians 
bombing us. 
I wish there was no such thing as the atom bomb. 
Treatment Received from Adults 
I wish my father wasn't so mean to me. 
I wish my older brother wouldn't make fun of 
me. 
Losing Friends 
I wish I wasn't afraid of losing my friends. 
I wish my friends wouldn't just drop me for 
nothing at all. 
5. Need for Love and Affection 
Distribution of wishes within need for love and affection. One 
---- ---- --- -----------
hundred sixty-five wishes were expressed in this category. Table 12 
, shows the distribution of these wishes in nine areas suggested by their 
frequency and classified as follows: being liked by people in general, 
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desire for affection from family, desire for pets, desire for brothers or 
sisters, need for happiness in the home, wanting older brothers and 
siste r s to continue to live at home, .desire to have parents spend more 
t ime at home, missing parents who are no longer living , and desire to go 
places with parents. 
Table 12. Need for Love and Affection Stated in Frequency of Wishes 
Made Arranged in Rank Order According to Sex. 
Boys Girls Total Per 
Need for Love and Affection ( 182) (225) (407) Cent 
Being liked by _.people in g e ne ral 11 21 32 18.5 
Desire for affection fr om family 12 18 30 18. 2 
Desire for pets 13 10 23 14. 1 
De s ire for brothers or sisters 4 11 15 9. 0 
Happiness in the home 3 12 15 9.0 
Having brothers or sisters live at 
home 3 11 14 8.7 
Having parents spend more time at 
h ome 6 7 13 8.5 
For father and mother to be alive 4 4 8 4. 1 
Going places with parents 2 3 5 3.5 
Unclassified 2 8 10 6. 4 
Total number of statements 60 105 165 100.0 
Analysis of wishes within need for love and affection. Eighteen and 
five -tehths per cent of the wishes which indl.cated a need for love and 
affection were concerned with being liked by people in general. Table 12 
shows that girls presented twice as many problems in this area as boys. 
Through the needs indicated in wishes made by the girls, this problem 
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app ears to cause girls more concern than any other problem in this cate-
1. gory. The need for affection from one's family ranked second in imp o r tan .b 
in this area with approximately 18 per cent of the wishes indicating concerJI 
II 
about this problem. Boys showed less concern in this area than girls. !I 
Ranking third in importance, when based on the total number of wishes 
made, a desire for pets was expressed in 14. 1 per cent of the wishes. 
" This particular _ilM_sh was expressed by boys more frequently than all other 
!I wishes in this area. 
II 
Three times as many girls as boys expressed a I 
as boys expressed /
1 
' desire for a brother or sister, four times as many girls 
concern about the happiness of their homes , and the desire to have older 
brothers and sisters remain at home after they marry. In the need for 
love and affection, girls expressed almost twice as many wishes as boys. 
The following samples of wishes were expressed within the area 
need for love and affection: 
Bein g Liked by People in General 
I wish the people in my neighborhood would like 
me. 
I wish a certain boy would like me. 
I wish everyone in school liked me. 
I wish I had someone who would care for me. 
I wish I had a girl who would like me a lot. 
I wish boys and girls would like me more. 
I wish some of the kids at school would like me 
enough to drop in to visit at my house anytime they 
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Desire for Affection~ Family 
I wish my parents would take me on a vacation 
with them. 
I wish my father liked me more. 
I wish I was sure that my mother loved me. 
I wish there was more love in my family. 
I wish my home life was happier. 
I wish I wasn't alone so much. 
I wish my father wasn't away in the service. 
Desire for a Pet. 
---------
I wish I could have a dog of my own. 
I wish I had a pet. 
I wish I had a puppy. 
I wish my father would let me have a dog. 
I wish I had a nice little cat. 
De sire for Brother or Sister 
I wish I had a baby brother. 
I wish I had a brother to play with. 
I wish I had a little sister. 
I wish I had an older brother. 
I wish I had a sister or brother like my friends 
have. 
87 
_I_ 
i 
I 
I 
1: I 
'1 
II 
,,=~ 
88 
:. 
-'.~=-=-=-=-=======-=== --- -=:------====---=--
Happiness in the Home 
I wish I could find more happiness in my home 
life. 
I wish I could get along better with my sister. 
I wish I had a happy home where I could enter-
tain my friends. 
I wish my mother and father wouldn~t argue so much. 
I wish my sister would be nice to me at home. 
I wish I had more in common with my family. 
I wish the members of my family would be more 
cheerful around the house. 
I wish my family would get together more often. 
Having Brothers~ Sisters Live at Home 
I wish my brother was home because he was good 
to me. 
I wish my brother would come back home to live 
with us. 
I wish my married sister lived at home. 
I wish my brother would stay at home more. 
I wish my father would take my brother back to 
live with us. 
I wish my brothers and sisters would all live 
together instead of being split up the way we 
are. 
I 
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Having Parents Spend More Time at Home 
I wish my mother would stay at home more. 
I wish my father would come home. 
I wish someone would stay at home with me once 
in awhile. 
I wish my father wouldn't go out every night. 
I wish my father would live with us. 
I wish my parents wouldn't go to so many parties. 
I wish my father had a job where he wouldn't 
have to go away so much. 
For Mother and Father to Be Alive 
I wish my mother was still living. 
I wish my father didn't die because we had fun 
together. 
I wish my father was alive. 
Going Places With Parents 
I wish I could go fishing with my father. 
I wish my parents would take me on vacations 
with them. 
I wish I could go places with my father. 
6. Need for Freedom from Guilt 
Distribution of wishes within need for freedom from guilt.- Table 13 1 
shows the way in which 119 wishes, indicating a need for freedom from 
guilt, were distributed. Wishes expressed in this category were classified1 
I 
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in 16 areas dealing with: behavior in school, statements made, poor 
disposition, lack of concentration, personal appearance, arguing, resent-
ment of criticism, temper, type of companions, opposite sex, laziness, 
blushing, being grouchy, biting nails, stealing, and swearing. 
Table 13. Need for Freedom from Guilt Stated in Frequency of Wishes 
Made Arranged in Rank Order According to Sex. 
Boys Girls Total Per 
Need for Freedom from Guilt (182) {225) (407} Cent 
Behavior in school 10 13 23 19. 3 
Statements made 2 9 11 9.0 
Poor disposition 2 8 10 8.4 
Lack of concentration 5 4 9 7. 6 
Personal appearance 5 3 8 6.8 
Arguing 3 5 8 6. 8 
Resentment of criticism 2 .. 6 8 6.8 
Temper 3 4 7 5. 9 
Type of companions 1 4 5 4. 1 
Opposite sex 2 2 4 3.4 
Lazines-s 3 1 4 3.4 
Blushing 0 3 3 2. 5 
Being grouchy 1 2 3 2. 5 
Biting ..nails 0 3 3 2. 5 
Stealing 2 0 2 1.7 
Swear ing 2 0 2 1.7 
Unclassified 6 3 9 7. 6 
Total number of statements 49 70 119 100.0 
Analysis of wishes within need for freedom from guilt. Approxi-
mately 19 per cent of the wishes expressed in this category related to 
behavior in school with both boys and girls showing equal concern. Rank-
ing second in importan ce were wishes relating to statements made. Nine 
per cent of the total number of wishes in thi s category were expressed in 
90 
this area. The girls made four times as many statements of this type as 
boys. The third highest percentage of wishes, as shown in Table 13, 
related to poor dispositions with the girls again appearing four times as 
much concerned as the boys. Approximately 8 per cent of the total wishes 
was expressed in this area. Although in<:;luded in this table because they 
were mentioned by two or more pupils, the wishes relating to blushing, 
I being grouchy, biting nails, stealing and swearing did not appear to be 
pres sing problems with the group of students who participated in the study. 
On the whole, boys seem to have less frequent feelings of guilt than girls 
as indicated by the fact that boys expressed only half as many wishes as 
girls in this area. 
The following samples of wishes were expressed within the area of 
the need for freedom from guilt: 
Behavior in School 
\ 
I wish I didn't act so wise with teachers. 
I wish I hadn't done so much fooling in school. 
I wish I had listened to my teachers in elementary 
school. 
I wish I wasn't such a problem in school. 
I wish I wasn't a nuisance to all my teachers. 
I wish I hadn't acted so fresh with Miss -----. 
J 
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Statement Made 
I wish I had never said things I did to hurt 
people. 
I wish I didn't say mean things about my friends 
when I'm jealous of them. 
I wish I didn'tworry about things after I said 
them. 
I wish I wouldn't say things that hurt my mother's 
feelings. 
I wish I could get my friend to forgive me for 
what I said about her. 
I wish I could learn to keep my mouth shut. 
I wish I would think before I say the things I say. 
I wish I didn't have to lie about my age but I am 
so much older than the girls in my class that I 
wouldn't want them to know the truth. 
Poor Disposition 
I wish I didn't have such a mean disposition. 
I wish I could change my 'bad disposition. 
I w1sh I was easier to get along with. 
I wish someone would help me to improve my 
disposition. 
Lack of Concentration 
I wish I could start something and stick to it. 
I wish I could concentrate on my school work and 
not let my mind wander. 
I wish I could tear myself away from television and 
do my homework. 
~-=----·'-=-----'==== 
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I wish I could stop day dreaming. 
Personal Appearance 
I ~sh I wasn't so homely. 
I wish I would stop eating sweets when I know 
they make me fat. 
I wish I wasn't so sloppy. 
I wish I wasn't so careless about my_ appearance. 
Arguing 
I wish I wouldn't start so many argwnents with 
my mother. 
I wish I wasn' t always looking for an argwnent. 
I wish I dfdn't get into argwnents at home. 
I wish I wasn't so argwnentative. 
I wish I could stop arguing with my friends. 
Resentment of Criticism 
I wish I wasn't so impolite with my parents when 
they tell me what to do. 
I wish I didn't hate to take criticism from my 
mother. 
I wish I could take it when I'm criticized. 
I wish] had more patience so I could listen 
to my parents without getting angry with them. 
Temper 
I wish I didn~t have such a quick temper. 
I wis':tt I didn't get sore with teachers when they 
tell me what to do. 
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I wish I didn't have a bad temper because it gets 
me into so much trouble. 
I wish I could control my temper. 
Type of Companions 
-----
I wish I didn't run around with bad boys. 
I wish I had never started to go out with the 
tough gang I go with now. 
I wish I J:-ad listened to my mother, then I 
wouldn't have got mixed up with people who got 
me into trouble. 
Opposite Sex 
I wish I didn't have feelings of guilt for the 
opposite sex. -
I wish I didn't feel so guilty when rm with boys. 
I wish I didn't feel tongue tied when boys are 
around. 
Laziness 
I wish I wasn't too lazy to do my homework. 
I wish I didn't feel so lazy every morning. 
I wish I wasn't so lazy that I hate to do anykind 
of work. 
11 7. Need for Sharing and Self Respect. 
I I Distribution of wishes within need for sharing and self respect. 
Table 14 shows the way in which 275 wishes, indicating a need for sharing 
and self respect, were distributed. Wishes expressed in this category 
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were classified in 19 areas which dealt with: desire to help others, ! 
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permission to go places or to do things, desire to be praised1 improvement 
of health and appearance, interference from family, making own plans, 
being treated like a grown-up, being trusted, desire to be on one's own, 
staying out late, going out at night, teasing from brothers or sisters, 
opportunity to talk things over, desire for own room, better place to 
j1 play, objection fp "off color" stories, getting to bed later, old fashioned 
I' 
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parents and using lipstick. 
Table 14. Need for Sharing and Self Respect Stated in Frequency of Wishe 
Made Arranged in Rank Order According to Sex. 
Boys Girls Total Per 
Need for Sharing and Self Respect (182) (225) (407) Cent 
Desire to help others 22 33 55 20. 0 
Permission to go places or to do things 5 23 28 10. 2 
Desire to be praised 13 14 27 9. 8 
Improvement of health and appearance 7 11 18 6. 5 
Interference from family 4 13 17 6. 2 
Making own plans 3 .13 16 5.9 
Being treated like a grown-up 4 9 13 4.7 
Being trusted 8 3 11 4.0 
Desire to be on one's own 1 10 11 4.0 
Staying out late 3 6 10 3. 4 
Going out at night 2 3 5 1.8 
Teasing from brothers or sisters 4 1 5 1.8 
Opportunity to talk things over 1 3 4 1.5 
Desire for own room 0 4 4 1.5 
Better places to play 4 0 4 1.5 
Objection to "off color" stories 0 3 3 1.1 
Getting to bed later 1 2 3 1.1 
Old fashioned parents 1 2 3 1.1 
Using lipstick 0 3 3 1.1 
Unclassified 7 29 36 12. 8 
Total number of statements 90 185 275 100.0 
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Analysis of wishes within need for sharing and self respect. Twenty 
per cent of the total nmn ber of wishes showing a need for sharing and self 
respect related to a desire to help others. Table 14 shows that girls 
were more concerned about this problem than the boys. Approximately 
10 per cent of the wishes expressed in this area related to permission to 
go places or to do things, with the girls expressing almost five times as 
11 
many wishes as boys .. Ranking third in importance was a desire to be 
praised. Boys and girls ·showed no noticeable difference in this area. 
With less than 2 per cent of the wishes expressed in the following areas, 
it would appear that few pupils were concerned with problems such as: 
going out at night, teasing from brothers or sisters, opportunity to talk 
things over, desire for own room, better places to play, objection to "off 
color" stories, getting to bed later, old fashioned parents and using 
I wish I could do something about helping people 
who are suffering. 
I wish I could always be helpful. 
I wish I could do more for others. 
I wish I could make things easier by helping my 
mother. 
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I wish my mother would let me help her in the 
house. 
I wish I could help people who are sick. 
I wish I could do something that would benefit 
the whole world. 
Permission to Go Places~ to Do Things 
I wish my mother would allow me to stay overnight 
at my friend's house. 
I wish my parents would let me go out at night with 
my friends. 
I wish my mother would let me work on my stamp 
collection whrn I want to. 
I wish my father would give me permission to go 
to camp with my friends. 
I wish I could go out at night to social affairs with 
my friends. 
I wish my parents would let me do what I want 
once in awhile. 
Desire to be Praised 
I wish I could do things that would please my , 
parents. 
I wish my mother would say she liked something 
I did once in awhile instead of always finding fault 
with me. 
I wish I could make my parents feel proud of me. 
I wish I was praised in school sometimes like some 
of my friends. 
I wish I could do something well so people would 
think I was clever. 
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I wish my father would be more satisfied with my 
work in school because I do the best I can. 
Improvement of Health and Appearance 
I wish I wasn't so fat that people make fun of me. 
I wish I didn't have to wear glasses all the time. 
I wish I could lose some weight so I could play 
football like my friends. 
I wish my clothes weren't so different from other 
people's. 
I wish people wouldn't keep telling me I can't do 
certain things because I'm the sickly type . 
I wish my mother had decent clothes so she could 
go to -church on Sundays. 
I wish I didn't have a bad heart because I would 
like to do things like other kids. 
I wish I could get rid of the pimples on my face. 
Interference from Family 
I wish my .family wouldn't interfere with my pets. 
I wish my parents wouldn't sit around the living 
room when I have company. 
I wish my mother wouldn't call up my friends to 
find out what is wrong when we are mad about 
something. 
I wish my mother wouldn't take over and do all 
the talking when I have a boyfriend come to see me. 
I wish my father wouldn't butt in when I'm working 
on my hobby. 
I wish my brothers and sisters would mind their 
own business and stop interfering with my friends. 
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I wish my older sister would not try to run my life. 
Making Own Plans 
I wish we had more opportunity to plan social 
affairs at school. 
I wish my parents would let me decide when to do 
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my studying instead of keeping after me all the time. · 
I wish my mother didn't think that she should plan 
everything I do. 
I wish my parents wouldn't insist that I go with 
them every place they go. 
I wish we could plan our own program in sch~l. 
I wish I could take the courses I want to instead 
of the ones my parents want me to take. 
Being Treated Like ~ Grown-up 
I wish my mother would remember that I'm not a 
kid any longer. 
I wish my parents wouldn't treat me like a child. 
I wish my father wouldn't talk to me as if I were 
a baby, especially when my friends are around. 
I wish my older sister would let me act. my age. 
I wish my mother could see that I'm grown up and 
treat me that way. 
Being Trusted 
I wish I wouldn't be blamed for things I don't do. 
I wish my mother would trust me when I go to 
dances. 
I wish my father would not be so suspicious. He 
always thinks I'm lying to him. 
==========~===-~~ 
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I wish my friends would trust me enough to tell 
me their secre ts. 
I wish everyone thought of me as an honest boy. 
I wish my parents would trust me when I have a 
date. 
I wish my father wouldn't act as if he thought I 
didn't know right from wrong. 
Desire to Be on One's Own 
----------
I wish my mother or father wouldn't call for me 
when I go places at night. 
I wish I could pick out my own clothe~ 
I wish I didn't have to ask for money everytime 
I need it. 
I wish I could take the car out alone once in a while. 
I wish my father would let me have more freedom: 
I wish I could go out a little more without taking my 
little sister with me. 
I wish I didn't have to depend on my family for 
everything I get. 
Staying Out Late 
I wish I didn't have to get home earlier than my 
friends. 
I wish I was allowed to stay out until ten o'clock at 
night. 
I wish I didn't have to break up every party because I 
have to be home early. 
I wish I didn't have to go right home after school 
because all the kids call me a sissy. 
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8. Need for Guiding Purposes 
Distribution of wishes within need for guiding purposes. Table 15 
----
points out the way in which 394 wishes, indicating a need for guidance, 
were distributed. Wishes expressed in this category were classified in 13 
' areas dealing with: war problems, school problems, pupil-teacher rela-
tionships, seeing parent's point of view, disease, crime and social 
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8. Need for Guiding Purposes 
Distribution of wishes within need for guiding purposes. Table. 15 
points out the way in which 394 wishes, indicating a need for guidance, 
were distributed. Wishes expressed in this category were classified in 13 
areas dealing with: war problems, school problems, pupil-teacher rela-
tionships, seeing parent's point of view, disease, crime and social 
problems, getting along with others, understanding one's self, boy-girl 
relationships, homework, prejudice, religious problems, problems per-
taining to government and choosing ·a career. 
Table 15. Need for Guiding Purposes Stated in Frequency of Wishes 
Made Arranged in Rank Order According to Sex. 
Boys Girls Total Per 
Need for Guiding Purposes (182) (225) (407) Cent 
War problems 62 64 126 31. 9 
School problems 23 26 49 12.4 
Pupil-teacher relationships 21 22 43 10.9 
Seeing parents' point of view 7 25 32 8. 1 
Disease, crime, social problems 21 11 32 8. 1 
Getting along with others 15 15 30 7. 7 
Understanding one's self 4 11 15 3.8 
Boy-girl relationships 3 10 13 3. 3 
Homework 4 5 9 2. 3 
Prejudice 5 4 9 2. 3 
Religious problems 5 4 9 2. 3 
Problems pertaining to government 6 0 6 1.5 
Choosing a career 2 4 6 1.5 
Unclassified 8 7 15 3. 9 
Total number of statements 186 208 394 100.0 
Analysis of wishes within need for guiding purposes. Approximately 
31 per cent of the total number of wishes showing a need for guidance, as 
indicated in Table 15, involved war problems. Boys and girls presented 
an equal number of problems in this area. The continual war talk to which 
the youth of today is exposed, by the radio, television, at the movies, and ii 
' the family, appears to be a threat to his emotional stability. Ranking 
second in importance, with about 12 per cent of the wishes expressed on 
the subject, was school problems with a very slight difference for boys 
and girls. The t;hird most important area, v;illl. nearly 11 per cent of the 
I 
[! wishes being expressed in the problem, involved pupil-teacher relation-
11 ships. This appears to be a pressing problem for both boys and girls. On 
J of the most notable differences in this area, with three times as many 
girls being concerned with the problem as boys, related to seeing parent's 
point of view. Of least importance in this category were wishes dealing with 
1 problems pertaining to governm~nt and choosing a career. 
The following samples of wishes were expressed within the area of 
the need for guiding purposes: 
War Problems 
I wish I could under stand why people want to 
destroy the world by carrying on wars. 
I wish I knew why peoples in the world can't 
live in peace. 
I wish all nations would learn to understand one 
another. 
I 
I 
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I wish I could figure out what good it does for nations 
to be fighting and arguing all the time. 
I wish I could see why they want to draft boys who 
are only eighteen. 
I wish I could understand what we gain by fighting. 
I wish we didn•t have to listen to so much talk about 
war. 
School Problems 
I wish I could stay out of school whenever I want to. 
I wish I could find someone to help me with my 
school work. 
I wish in school we could have a class in sex 
education. 
I wish there was someone in school with whom we 
could discuss our personal problems. 
I wish I could understand why some students won't 
behave in school. 
I wish I knew why we can't pick out any subjects we 
want in school. 
Pupil- Teacher Relationships 
I wish I could understand why a certain teacher is 
mean to me. 
I wish we could pick a homeroom teacher we like. 
I wish teachers would try to understand us better. 
I wish I had a gun so I could shoot all teachers. 
I wish a certain teacher would drop dead. 
I wish teachers were not so hard to understand. 
I wish teachers would stop talking about what they did 
--cc_-_ =-=wheg _they_ w_enLto~c_hoQl. ---= ____ ==~ 
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Seeing Parent's Point of View 
I wish I could do something without causing my 
parents to misunderstand me. 
I wish my parents wouldn't object to my dating a 
certain boy. 
I wish I knew why my mother doesn't approve of 
dating. 
I wish there was some way to get my parents to 
be sociable with my friends. 
I wish my parents didn't think I was too young to 
have dates. After all I'm almost thirteen. 
I wish parents would get together and decide how 
much freedom children should have. 
Disease, Crime and Social Problems 
I wish there was some way to make crooks and gangsters 
behave. 
I wish someone would try to find a cure for serious 
diseases. 
I wish I was the worst crook in the world. 
I wish I could understand why so many people have 
nothing and others have everything. 
I wish someone could prove to me that crime doesn't 
pay. Look at all the money bookies make. 
I wish all the money in the world was divided evenly 
so that no one would be poor. 
Getting Along with Others 
I wish I knew why I can't get along with my father. 
I wish I could under stand why some of my friends 
are showoffs. I always fight with them when they 
get like that. 
104 
I wish people would learn to be more cooperative. 
I wish I knew what to say to my friends who borrow 
my belongings and never return them. 
I wish I didn't find it so hard to get along with people 
who think they are better than I am. 
I wish I could get along better with Miss ----- I 
feel like screaming everytime I have to go to her 
class. 
Understanding One's Self 
I wish I knew why I get so nervous when I talk to 
a boy . 
I wish I wasn't so self-conscious. 
I wish I could figure out why I can •t do as well in 
school as my friends when I study more than they do. 
I wish I could develop more confidence in myself. 
I wish someone would tell me why I am such a jealous 
person. 
I wish I could make people think I were smarter than 
I am. 
Boy-Girl Relationships 
I wish I knew why a certain boy acts so stuck-up 
with rre. 
I wish I didn't have so much competition getting a 
boyfriend. 
I wish girls were never born because they are the 
cause of all my worries. 
I wish I knew how to go about getting a certain boy 
to ask me for a date. 
I 
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I wish grown-ups wouldn't think girls should wait 
for boys to ask them for dates. Why isn't it all 
right for a girl to ask a boy to take her out if she 
likes him? 
Homework 
I wish there was no such thing as homework because 
I don•t get a minute's peace at home until I finish 
mine. 
I wish I could see the need for doing homework. 
I wish teachers weren't so anxious to take up 
all our spare time by giving long homework 
assignments. 
Prejudice and Religious Problems · 
I wish people wouldn't be so prejudiced against 
me because of my religion. 
I wish everyone had the same religion so they 
wouldn't have to fight about it. 
I wish there was only one religion in the world. 
Summary. Girls expressed alm<j>st twice as many wishes as boys 
in the need for belonging category. In all areas boys showed less concern 
than girls with the exception of wishes dealing with belonging to a club or 
gang. Boys expressed approximately twice as many wishes as girls in 
this area. In the need for achievement boys expressed 10. 0 per cent mrJre 1 
of their wishes in this category than the girls did. In the need for 
1 economic security, the need for freedom from fear, the need for love and 1 
I 
affection, the need for freedom from guilt, the need for sharing and self !I 
I' 
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respect, and the need for guidance, girls expressed the greater per ce~ 
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of wishes. The largest differences occurred in the need for freedom from .,, 
fear, need for love and affection, and need for sharing and self respect, 
with the girls expressing twice as many wishes in these areas as boys. 
Wishes ranking highest in importance within the areas of the eight cate-
gories, were the following: 31.9 per cent which dealt with war problems, 
28. 0 per cent with personal worries, and 21. 2 per cent with a desire to 
be invited places. 
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CHAPTER VI 
FINDINGS 
1. Summary and Conclusions 
Summary. The findings, based on the wishes of 407 pupils who 
contributed to this study, indicate that boys and girls in junior high schools 1 
have pressing needs which appear to be of vital concern to them. 
The students who cooperated were drawn from five cities in Rhode 
Island. One hundred eighty-two boys expressed 950 wishes while 225 
girls stated 1236 wishes, a total of 2186. One hundred pupils in 
Providence expressed 545 wishes; 95 pupils in Central Falls expressed 
1 463; in Warren 84 pupils expressed 411; in Pawtucket 58 pupils expressed 
383; and in Newport 70 pupils expressed 384 wishes. Students from 
Pawtucket made the largest number of wishes per pupil. 
The greatest number of needs was in the area of achievement. Six 
1 hundred forty-six wishes or 29.6 per cent of the total number of wishes 
were expressed in this category. 
Need for guiding purposes ranked second with 394 or 18 per cent 
I of the wishes disclosing needs in this area. The two areas which were 
of the least concern were the need for belonging and need for freedom 
from guilt. 
I 
II 
II 
Needs according to cities varied greatly. For instance: (l) pupils 
from Providence and Newport expressed the largest number of their needs 
in the area of economic security and love and affection; (2) Warren, in 
need for belonging and need for freedom from guilt; (3) Central Falls, in 
need for achievement and need for sharing and self respect; and (4) Paw-
tucket, in the area of need for freedom from guilt and need for freedom 
from fear. 
In grades seven, eight and nine the two categories ranking highest 
in importance were the need for achievement and the need for guiding pur-
poses. In grades seven and nine the category ranking third in importance 
was the need for economic security. In grade eight this category ranked 
fourth. The third in importance for grade eight was the need for sharing 
and self respect. In grades seven and nine this category ranked fourth. 
Ranking fifth in importance for grades seven and nine was the need for 
love and affection. In grade eight this category ranked seventh. In grades 
seven and eight the need for freedom from fear ranked sixth and in grade 
nine it ranked eighth. The need for belonging ranked seventh in both 
grades seven and nine and fifth in grade eight. The need for freedom from 
guilt ranked eighth in grades seven and eight and sixth in grade nine. 
Indications are that the categories in grades seven and nine ranked the 
same in importance in most instances. 
The greatest needs expressed within the eight areas were: 
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1. Need for achievement in which approximately 15 per cent of the 
wishes related to attaimnent of success in school, about 11 per cent to 
achievement in sports, and slightly more than 10 per cent to plans for the 
future. 
2. Need for guiding purposes in which almost 32 per 'cent of the 
wishes concerned war problems, about 12 per cent school problems and 
approximately 11 per cent pupil-teacher relationships. 
3. Need for economic security in which almost 18 per cent dealt 
with acquiring sports equipment, about 13 per cent dealt with the acquiring 
of money for personal needs and nearly 11 per cent concerned the payment 
of bills. 
4. Need for sharing and self respect in which 20 per cent of the 
wishes expressed indicated a desire to help others, about 10 per cent 
concerned permission to go places and almost 10 per cent indicated a 
desire to be praised. 
5. Need for love and affection in which 18. 5 per cent of the wishes 
stated a desire to be liked by people in general, a little more than 18 
per c·ent concerned affection from members of the family, and approxi-
dealt with personal worries, almost 20 per cent indicated concern about 
I, 
' the health of members of the family and approximately 12 per cent related 
II to fathers or brothers in the service. 
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I 7. Need for belonging in which slightly more than 21 per cent of the 
11 wishes indicated a desire to be invited places, approximately 18 per cent 
II 
dealt with group acceptance, and the building of friendships. 
8. Need for freedom from guilt in which a little more than 19 per 
cent of the wishes related to behavior i.n school, 9 per cent to statements 
that had been made, and about 8 per cent concerned dispositions. 
Conclusions. To provide educational exper{ences which are related 
to the needs of the youth of today, it is essential that the adults, with whom 
he comes in contact, understand the needs of students in the secondary 
school. A knowledge of the drives which are characteristic of all boys 
and girls during adolescence is important, but still more important is the 
awareness of the needs of the individual. Some pupils, more than others, 
need the help of an understanding teacher who will assist them in working 
out solutions to their own problems. Determining the area in which the 
1 pupil's greatest needs lie is the task of the teacher. Direct observation 
of students, in the classroom, on the playground, during social activities, 
with their parents whenever it is possible, with their classmates, and 
with their friends, is one of the most valuable aids to teachers in locating 
the problems of the individual. In many instances, however, teachers 
will find it necessary to supplement direct observation with other means 
of determining the needs of pupils. 
Ill 
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2. Uses of Study 
Below are listed some of the uses which may be made of this study 
by the guidance counselor, teacher or administrator: 
l. To aid administrators in developing an understanding of the 
existing emotional needs of junior high school students in general, in order 
that' t he educational program may be organized to meet these needs. 
2. To provide a means of investigating the particular needs of 
. pupils in order that the school program may be adjusted to fit these needs. 
I 
. 
Ill 3. To assist teachers and guidance counselors in developing an 
awareness to the emotional needs of youth. 
4. To aid guidance personnel in identifying the common problems 
of a group for the purpose of planning units which will cut across the areas 
in which the most pressing needs a .re located. 
3. Limitations of Study 
1. With the use of free writings the question of integrity is 
involved. The extent to which pupils presented their wishes honestly and 
sincerely in this study cannot be determined. 
2. The time element may have had some effect on the result of the 
study. The writer was given permission to use one class period with 
each group. The length of the periods varied. In some schools the 
allotted time was forty minutes while in others it was fifty minutes. 
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3. Pupils, who lacked experience in talking over personal-social 
needs in a classroom situation, may have withheld problems which they 
considered too personal to reveal. 
4. The number of students who failed to express themselves freely, 
through fear of identification, cannot be determined. 
5. This study revealed the needs of the group but did not attempt 
to show the intensity of the emotional needs of the individual. 
4. Suggestions for Further Study 
A study to determine the extent to which the economic status of 
parents contributes to the type of wishes students make. 
A study to compare the types of wishes made by pupils of different 
racial backgrounds. 
A study to investigate the degree to which one's intelligence quotient 
affects the type of wishes he makes. 
A study to determine the similarities or differences in the wishes 
made by senior and junior high school pupils. 
A study to determine the intensity of the emotional needs expressed 
in pupils' wishes. 
A study to compare the types of wishes made by pupils in different 
geographical areas . 
The planning of units based on ways to meet the needs for {1) belong-
ing, (2) achievement, (3) economic security, (4) freedom from fear, 
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self respect, Il-11-==-li (5) love and affection, (6) freedom from guilt, (7) sharing and 
I and (8) guidance. 
jl 
I 
,, 
tl 
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The planning of a bibliography comprised of literary selections 
th~t point out the needs of youth and ways in which they are met. 
The planning of an in- service program for the purpose of evaluating 
the effectiveness of the school curriculum in meeting the needs of the 
a doles cent. 
The construction of a check list based on the findings of this study. 
____ I __ 
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APPENDIX 
J. 
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COPY 
"LET'S FAC.'I£ IT" 
All boys and girls at some time 
for material things--skills or skates, or a television set, a new car or 
pretty clothes. These are nice to own, we must admit; but there is no 
1 guarantee that they will make us happy indefinitely. 
There are wishes of another type--wishes which are not material. 
Did you ever wish you could do some particular thing; or that others 
would or would not do certain things; or wish you had or had not done 
something? Wishes of this kind, when they come true, are more likely 
to bring us happiness. 
Everyone of us wishes for something; we wish there was peace in 
the world; that changes could be made in our home life; that our associa-
tion with others could be more friendly; that competition were not so 
great; that our worries would disappear. 
If you write out frankly and thoughtfully all of your wishes which 
are not mateHal, you will help us to find out the kind of wishes boys and 
girls of your age make. Feel perfectly free to express any wish regard-
I 
less of what it is. We are not interested in knowing who made the wish-- i 
· we are concerned only with what these wishes are. DO NOT WRITE YOUR II 
- 'I 
NAME on either paper. Write "boy" or "girl," your age, grade, and 
I 
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city on the top of the attached sheet of paper. State your wishes by begin-
ning each sentence with "I wish"--. There is no time limit. Work as 
1 carefully and as quickly as possible . 
.......__ 
When you have written every wish you sincerely desire, fold your 
paper , put it into the envelope, and seal it. Place the envelope on the 
upper left hand corner of your desk. DO NOT WRITE ON THE 
ENVEL0PE. One of your classmates will collect them when everyone is 
finished. 
li Please fill in the blank spaces giving the following information. 
li 
I' 
lj 
Boy or girl? 
-------------------------------- . 
Age 
----------------------------------------
Grade 
City 
-----------------------------------------
Don't forget to begin each sentence with I wish 
---------
=======- -=----=-·==== 
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